
Thursday, May 27, 2004 14771 Moran Street, Westminster CA 92683 - USA Online: www.nguoi-viet.com

LEARNING

see VU, page 8

L
E
A
R
N
IN
G

The world is there for a
child�s taking.

It�s a world of princes and
pirates. Of astronauts and of
adventure. Of exploration. And
of friendship and fantasy..

Just by opening a book, chil-
dren can open up whole other
worlds to them.

Libraries and bookstores are
filled with thousands of tomes
that can take children to places
they could never imagine, onl
journeys that will remain with
them for a lifetime.

And encouraging a child to
turn that first page isn�t as dif-
ficult or time-consuming as it
might seem. Whether you�re a
parent, a big sister, a grandpar-
ent or a friend, there are many
simple, practical things you
can do to show a boy or girl in
your life just how necessary �
and fun � reading can be.

Today, Nguoi Viet 2 joins
forces with the �Reading by 9�
program at the Los Angeles
Times to offer some hints on
ways to help a child become a
lifelong reader.

Read to your child or have your child read to
you for at least 20 minutes every day.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Don’t leave reading to the schools. Children
who read outside of school are far more likely

to succeed than those who don’t.
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Read books that you loved when you were a
child and talk to your child about why you
loved them.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

��������(���������!�����
�������������
��)�������������"	%*������������������	
�+��

�����!�������������)������(���������!���������

Pause periodically to see if your child under-
stands what you’re reading.
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Ask your child to picture what is happening
while you read. Ask what sounds and smells
might be in the story.
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Ask your child to supply sound effects while
you read.
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After reading a book, relate the plot or theme
to a more complex subject. For example, a
book about a trip to Grandma’s house can

lead to a discussion about traveling.
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Ask your child to give you feedback about
what you’ve read – by talking about it, writing
about it or drawing pictures about it.
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When you have finished reading a story, ask
your child to make up a new ending for it.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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The more animated you are when you read, the
better your child will follow the story.
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Use props when you read. This makes the story
more interesting for everyone.
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Read a book over and over. Children love 
repetition and learn from it.
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Let your child know that reading time is 
special. What a great time to cuddle up with
your child!
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Keep books, magazines and news-
papers around the house. This cre-

ates a reading environment.
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Put a few magnetic letters on the
refrigerator. Start with the letters in
your child’s name, and help your

child make other words using these letters.
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Make a fun, age-appropriate diction-
ary of 
letter sounds for your child.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Let your children see you read something – the
newspaper, books, recipes, maps,
phone books or instruction manuals –
every day.
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Have your children help you shop for
groceries. Give each child two or
three labels from canned or pack-

aged items and ask them to match the words
and pictures on their labels to items on the
store shelves.
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Have brothers or sisters take turns reading to
each other, even if the younger
children "read" only the pictures.
This "cross-age" reading can also
take place with friends and neigh-

bors.
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Take books wherever you go: in the
car, on the bus, to the doctor, to the
market, anywhere.
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Play the alphabet game while riding
in the car. Encourage your child to
find a word that starts with A, then

B, then C, etc.
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Start a reading club for your child
and your child’s
friends.

Read to them
and have
them
read
to

you and to each other.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Encourage children to find words within words.
For example, “it,” “in,” “with” and “thin” are in “with-
in.” This teaches your child to focus on words.
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Don’t let your children watch TV unless they
have read something that day.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Make sure your children have library
cards.Teach your children to be at home in the public
library.
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