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Home
prices
surge,
sales
plunge

COLUMN ONE

A peek
at India’s
cheating
tradition
Pressure to do well
on nationwide exams
inspires some to take
covert or bold steps.

As median value hits
$400,000, buyers at
low and mid-level are
getting priced out.

By Shashank Bengali
reporting from
mumbai, india

T

he voice that answers the number
posted on the
online ad is polished, confident: No one will
suspect anything, he says.
The gadget has never failed.
A college senior, he
sounds younger on the
phone but assures the caller
that he speaks from experience. He gives his name as
Anil and quotes his price:
about $40. Minutes later he
texts, offering a 6% discount.
That’s the price to cheat
on one of India’s all-important tests, a pressurepacked exercise that holds
the key to the country’s
most coveted colleges,
universities and postgraduate programs.
Anil, a medical student
in southern India who asked
that his full name be withheld, was selling a tiny wireless earpiece, scarcely bigger than the head of a pin.
The earpiece receives a
signal from a cellphone via a
transmitter. During exams,
Anil conceals the transmitter under a loose-fitting
shirt, texts pictures of the
test questions to a friend at
home and receives answers
over the phone.
[See India, A4]

By Tim Logan
and Andrew Khouri
Rick Loomis Los Angeles Times

ETHAN ROBARTS , 17, navigates the sidewalk along the 2400 block of Prosser Avenue in Los Angeles. “I

just jump over it,” Robarts said. The city is reluctant to make repairs while a lawsuit is pending.

Sidewalk slip-up
In the city of broken walkways, $10 million budgeted
for repairs remains unspent as the council defers action
By Emily Alpert Reyes
When Mayor Eric Garcetti unveiled his first budget this week, he
proudly announced that he was doubling funding to fix broken sidewalks
from $10 million to $20 million.
There’s just one problem: None of
the money that was budgeted for
this year has been spent so far.
And it remains unclear how much
of it will be used before the budget
year comes to an end June 30. Any
unencumbered money will be swept
back into Los Angeles’ general fund.
City officials said they held off on
sidewalk spending because of a lawsuit filed by disabled residents who
assert that broken sidewalks in-

fringe on their rights to public access. A plan to spend the $10 million
on sidewalks next to libraries, parks
and other city facilities is still awaiting approval from the City Council,
which is on recess until next week.
Councilman Paul Krekorian said
discussion of a possible settlement
had delayed the council’s decision on
how to spend the funds. A legal settlement could require the city to
make certain repairs. The councilman said he wanted to avoid new
sidewalk spending that might not be
included as part of a settlement.
With buckling sidewalks becoming a symbol of diminished city services, critics both inside and outside
City Hall are questioning why the
city didn’t take more urgent action.

“They should have gotten this
done,” said Stuart Waldman, president of the Valley Industry and Commerce Assn. The prospect of unspent money “going back in the general fund is ridiculous.”
Councilman Bernard C. Parks
complained that as the city faced “an
outpouring of requests to fix sidewalks,” it made little sense that the
budgeted money might go unspent.
He also questioned whether Garcetti would truly be doubling the
money for repairs. If unencumbered
sidewalk money is rolled into the $20
million the mayor is proposing for
next year, he said, “then it’s really not
a double increase.”
Garcetti countered at a Monday
[See Sidewalks, A9]

Kennedy kinship
has a double edge
for Bobby Shriver

Kennedy memorabilia is
scattered around Bobby
Shriver’s campaign headquarters. On one wall hangs
a photo of a giant Robert F.
Kennedy mural, on another
the signed text of Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s 1980
speech to the Democratic
National Convention: “To
Bobby. Christmas. Love, Uncle Ted.”
But the former Santa
Monica mayor is tired of
news stories tagging him as
the nephew of President
John F. Kennedy. He’d
rather be known for getting
AIDS medicine to Africa, or

producing Christmas albums to raise money for the
Special Olympics. Recapping his career highlights in
an interview, Shriver leaned
forward and raised his voice.
“So that’s not ‘John F.
Kennedy’s nephew,’ right?”
he said.
It’s a paradox of Shriver’s
campaign to replace Zev Yaroslavsky on the L.A. County
Board of Supervisors: His
pedigree is a major asset, yet
his main challenge in the
June primary is to show that
he’s more than just another
Kennedy scion.
As Shriver tries to build
support among the Westside and San Fernando Valley voters who control his political fate, there’s no escaping how profoundly his family’s legacy has shaped his life
and career. A grandson of
family patriarch Joseph P.
Kennedy, Shriver, 59, is the
[See Shriver, A12]

Boston tribute
shows solidarity

Audit deals a new
blow to Cudahy
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A year after the bomb
attack that killed three
and hurt 260 at the marathon, the city remains
unbowed. NATION, A6

Officials misused cityissued credit cards and
mismanaged state funds,
the state controller concludes. LATEXTRA
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Supervisor candidate,
tired of ‘JFK nephew’
label, is promoting his
own achievements.
By Michael Finnegan

Nabih Bulos For The Times

FIGHTERS SCAN the streets for any sign of rebels in historic Maaloula, Syria,

where units of the army and pro-government militiamen have taken over.

Ancient Christian enclave
another casualty in Syria
By Patrick J.
McDonnell
and Nabih Bulos
MAALOULA, Syria —
From the debris-strewn
front garden of the Safir Hotel, Syrian military commanders barked orders to
troops taking cover in the
smoke-shrouded maze of
streets below.
“If you hear any movement, throw hand grenades
immediately!” a general advised on his two-way radio as

he peered at the battle unfolding like a distant video
game at the bottom of the
hill.
On Tuesday, Syrian
forces were targeting the
remnants of a rebel force in
this historic town, long a
center of Christian worship
and pilgrimage.
Though most insurgents
had long fled, a determined
few remained well concealed
in buildings and within the
rubble, moving through tunnels and blasted-out passages. But they faced over-

whelming force. Russianmade tanks pounded their
positions while automaticweapons fire rained down on
them. Snipers posted on the
bare hillsides trained their
rifles on remaining rebel redoubts.
Maaloula, situated at the
foot of a mountain gorge 40
miles northeast of Damascus, represents the latest in
a string of government triumphs north of the capital
in the strategic Qalamoun
area, a swath of mountain[See Syria, A5]

Southern
California
home prices are surging as
the spring buying season
heats up, with the median
price in March hitting
$400,000 for the first time in
six years.
But a deeper look at the
market reveals a recovery divided between the rich and
everyone else.
The market for high-dollar homes is hopping, with
sales on the rise and buyers
launching bidding wars. But
sales of low- to mediumpriced homes have plummeted during the same period — with many potential
buyers priced out.
“Housing affordability is
really taking a bite out of the
market,” said Leslie Appleton-Young, chief economist
for the California Assn. of
Realtors. “We haven’t seen
this issue since 2007.”
The median price across
the
six-county
region
jumped 4.5% from $383,000
in February, according to
San Diego-based DataQuick — the first significant
increase since prices stalled
last summer after a sharp
run-up. But the number of
homes sold fell sharply from
2013, down 14.3%, to the second-lowest total for a March
in nearly two decades.
Those declines came
even as sales of high-end
homes increased. Sales of
homes costing $800,000 or
more grew 12%, while sales of
homes costing less than
$500,000 fell at twice that
rate.
A number of factors have
sapped demand, AppletonYoung said. Lending standards remain much tighter
than during the housing
bubble of the last decade.
With wage growth stagnant,
[See Home sales, A12]
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Fewer sales
Rising costs have damped
sales of low- and
mid-priced homes in
Southern California.
Home sales in March
compared with a year ago
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