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Arab force
aims to offset
Iran’s power
The creation of a joint
military command is a
‘defining moment’ for
the Middle East.
By Christina Boyle
and Zaid al-Alayaa
CAIRO — Alarmed by
the potential for civil war in
Yemen, Arab leaders agreed
Sunday to the creation of a
joint military force that
would attempt to bring
some stability to the region
and serve as a counterweight to the influence of
Iran.
The heads of the Arab
League countries said the
unit would be made up of
volunteers and could be

Reform
dreams
have
soured
Dairy farmers, in dire
need of workers, feel
helpless as lawmakers
dither on immigration.
By Tina Susman
HOMER, N.Y. — When
Mike McMahon’s Latino employees need to go to the
bank, the pharmacy or the
grocery store, he makes sure
someone drives them to
town, waits while they run
errands, and then brings
them safely back to his dairy
farm.
Even then, there is no
guarantee law enforcement
in their small, rural community won’t spot the workers,
ask for their IDs, and put
them on a path toward deportation if they cannot
prove they are here legally. It
is a risk that dairy farmers in
this agricultural region have
faced for years, but it is hitting them harder as immigration reform languishes in
Washington and the nation’s
demand for milk-heavy
products like Greek yogurt
soars.
“It’s just crazy,” said McMahon, who has several
hundred cows at his farm
more than 200 miles north of
New York City.
“I’m a lifelong Republican,” he said, shaking his
head. “But I’m telling you,
there are days when I think
about switching.”
McMahon and other
dairy farmers in central and
upstate New York are in a
quandary. On one hand,
farms have thrived because
of several factors, including
[See Dairy, A13]

called up if a member state
were facing a security or
safety threat.
Fahad Nazer, a political
analyst in Washington who
specializes in Saudi Arabia,
said the creation of the force
is “a defining moment for the
Saudis, and it might be a defining moment for the region
in general.”
The agreement was
made on the second day of
the Arab summit in the
Egyptian Red Sea resort of
Sharm el Sheik, where the
crisis in Yemen was high on
the agenda.
Saudi-led airstrikes targeted key military sites and
weapons depots for a fourth
day Sunday in an effort to
drive out Shiite Muslim
Houthi rebels who are advancing through the country.
The Arab League’s statement, read by SecretaryGeneral Nabil Elaraby,
said that the coalition
operation would “continue
until Houthi militias withdraw and submit their weapons.”
He added that the challenges faced by Arab nations
are “obvious and unquestionable” and that intervention in Yemen became necessary after all peaceful avenues were exhausted.
The creation of the unified force, announced by
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah Sisi, has long been an
ambition of the 22-member
Arab League, but one that
had proved unattainable.
“The Arab leaders have
decided to agree to the principle of a joint Arab military
force,” Sisi said.
A
“high-level”
team
would be created to look at
the structure of the force, he
said.
Citing Egyptian military
and security officials, the
Associated Press reported
that the proposed force
would comprise 40,000 elite
troops and have its head[See Arab League, A5]

Iran talks going
down to the wire
World powers are still
unable to agree with
Tehran on some key
nuclear issues. WORLD, A3

Mark Boster Los Angeles Times

AN EXPANSION PLAN anticipates an average of 20 new arrivals a year on San Quentin’s death row. It

would affect only male inmates; women on death row are housed at the Central California Women’s Facility.

WHEN DEATH ROW
RUNS OUT OF ROOM

As Gov. Brown makes plans to house more condemned men,
critics say it papers over deeper problems in the justice system
By Paige St. John

Proposed San Quentin death row expansion

With no executions in
nearly a decade and newly
condemned men arriving
each month, the nation’s
largest death row has run
out of room.
Warning that there is little time to lose, Gov. Jerry
Brown is asking the California Legislature for $3.2 million to open nearly 100 more
cells for condemned men at
San Quentin State Prison.
The proposed expansion
would take advantage of
cells made available as the
state releases low-level drug
offenders and thieves under
a new law voters approved
last year.
California’s death penalty has been the subject of a
decade of litigation. One
case led to a halt to executions in 2006. Another resulted in a federal judge’s
ruling last July that the
state’s interminably slow
capital appeals system is unconstitutionally
cruel.
[See Death row, A10]

Gov. Jerry Brown has proposed expanding death row to accommodate the growing
population of condemned inmates. Most of the 731 men currently on death row are
housed at San Quentin, which can hold up to 715 condemned inmates. Brown’s proposal
would convert 97 cells in San Quentin’s Donner housing unit that are currently used for
non-death row inmates.

Current death row inmate cells at San Quentin State Prison
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Stress rising
over healthcare
More people worry
about healthcare than
retirement or their
children’s education.
MONDAY BUSINESS, A12
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East Block
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97 additional cells
Lower two tiers of the Donner Housing
Unit, one of four units in the South Block
Sources: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Google Earth
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Shift in Japan on
nuclear facilities
Four years after the
Fukushima disaster,
new regulations may
be easing some fears.
By Julie Makinen

Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

mayor filed a restraining order to deprive him of his right to express himself.

The Navajo Nation,
beset by obesity, also is
dropping a sales tax on
fresh fruits and vegetables. NATION, A6
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A gadfly on the ball

FUKUSHIMA CITY, Japan — On many Friday evenings, 38-year-old Tomo
Iwabuchi and six friends can
be found on a street corner in
Fukushima City, banging
drums, chanting and singing. “Zero nukes!” Iwabuchi
yells into a microphone as a
few pedestrians stride by.
“The Fukushima disaster — it’s not over yet,”
chimes in Kazushi Machida,
another demonstrator, re-

ferring to the nuclear power
plant about 50 miles southeast that experienced a triple meltdown after Japan’s
massive March 2011 earthquake and tsunami. “The
cleanup is still going on, and
yet the government wants to
restart
other
nuclear
plants!”
Nearly four years after Japan shut down all of its
atomic energy plants in the
wake of the disaster, the
country is inching toward a
momentous decision on
whether to bring some of
them back on line, perhaps
within the next year.
Such a move would have
been unthinkable immediately after the disaster,
which struck terror in the
[See Japan, A4]

Baldwin Park’s mayor would love to swat away Paul
Cook, who says he’s simply keeping him accountable
By Ruben Vives

P

aul Cook stood just a few feet
away from his adversary inside
the small-claims courtroom in
Alhambra.
Baldwin Park Mayor Manuel
Lozano towered over Cook, an attorney
and activist — and, in the politician’s
view, an unrelenting critic with no sense
of boundaries. The mayor stood silently,
twiddling his thumbs behind his back, as
Cook laid out his case.
The mayor, Cook alleged, had filed a
temporary restraining order against him
last summer to thwart lawsuits and

deprive him of his right to freely express
himself.
Not so, Lozano insisted. The mayor
said he filed the order after he became
concerned for his safety because of
Cook’s aggressiveness.
“He has come to City Hall to expose
my background, my addresses, my Social Security, including family and relatives’ addresses,” Lozano alleged, adding
that Cook even wrote about his bankruptcy on his blog. “He literally knows
every aspect of my personal life.”
Los Angeles County Superior Court
Commissioner Bruce Mitchell turned to
[See Cook, A9]
Cook for a response.
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WORKERS check tanks of contaminated water at

the damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant.

