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Fair Pay
Act puts
studios
on the
spot

NEWS ANALYSIS

PUTIN’S
SYRIA
GAMBIT
SHOWS
UP U.S.

Changes could make
compensation more of
a science than an art
in Hollywood.

As Russia escalates its
offensive, Obama is
left looking weak and
indecisive, critics say.

By Daniel Miller,
Meg James
and Amy Kaufman
Oscar-winner Jennifer
Lawrence was paid 7% of the
profit on the 2013 ensemble
film “American Hustle,” a
big payday for the A-list actress. But Bradley Cooper
and two other male co-stars
each earned 9%.
That’s the kind of inequity potentially targeted by
California’s Fair Pay Act,
which is aimed at leveling
the compensation field between men and women. The
bill, signed by Gov. Jerry
Brown this week, applies to
businesses statewide but
has particular resonance in
Hollywood, where women
have become increasingly
vocal critics of the pay gap.
Indeed, the entertainment industry played a key
role in pushing the bill forward. Patricia Arquette
raised the issue of pay inequality while accepting the
best supporting actress Oscar during this year’s Academy Awards — a moment
that the Fair Pay Act’s author, state Sen. HannahBeth Jackson (D-Santa Barbara), said gave the measure
momentum.
Arquette said in an interview with The Times on
Wednesday that the lower
profit participation paid to
Lawrence, which was disclosed in the leak of stolen
emails from Sony Pictures
Entertainment last year, exposed how women are routinely paid less than men in
Hollywood.
“She had been in ‘The
Hunger Games,’ which has
grossed so much money,”
Arquette said. “That’s where
you start going: This is just
because she’s a woman.”
At the same time, salaries for top talent in Holly[See Pay, A10]
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A DRONE supplied by Aerial MOB films a scene for “Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders” at a Santa Clar-

ita ranch. “We’re getting shots you wouldn’t get any other way,” said Tony Carmean of Aerial MOB.

WHY HOLLYWOOD
IS ALL ABUZZ
Only a year after the FAA gave its blessing, drones are
the darlings of film, TV and commercial production

A

By Richard Verrier

dazed and bloodied
A year after the Federal
student who had
Aviation
Administration
just been mugged
cleared the way for their use
stumbled down a
by the film and television indarkened alleyway in a slum.
dustry, unmanned aircraft
He lifted his shirt, revealing a
systems are becoming popugaping wound, before collapslar tools for directors and cining on the ground as curious
ematographers.
onlookers gathered around.
Drones aren’t yet ubiquiBuzzing some 20 feet
tous — less than 10% of all proabove the crowd of extras was
ductions use them. But dea drone, its whirling blades
mand is growing rapidly on
humming like a swarm of
film sets because they allow
bees. The aircraft carried a
for more nimble filmmaking
digital camera that captured
— and save money. A camera
the action for an upcoming
drone and crew costs as little
episode of “Criminal Minds:
as $5,000 a day, compared with
Beyond Borders.”
at
least $25,000 a day for a heliAERIAL MOB’S drone lands after filming
The action is supposed to
copter shoot.
a scene. The San Diego firm was one of the
be occurring in Mumbai, InThe city and the county of
first to receive FAA waiver to use drones.
dia, but it’s being filmed at the
Los Angeles have issued
Blue Cloud Ranch in Santa
nearly 60 permits for drones
Clarita, a 95-acre facility with a variety of sets, scenery and
on film and TV sets in the last year, according to data from
equipment to make realistic-looking films and TV shows.
FilmL.A., the nonprofit group that handles permits for
Increasingly, a new piece of gear is showing up on set:
the L.A. region.
drones.
TV commercial directors have been especially quick to
“We’re getting shots you wouldn’t get any other way,”
adopt the new technology, using drones to film commersaid Tony Carmean, a co-founder of Aerial MOB, the San
cials for such brands as Tesla, Chrysler and Nike. Drones
Diego company that supplied the drone for the “Criminal
also have been used on several TV shows, including
[See Drones, A10]
Minds” shoot.
HBO’s “The Leftovers” and CBS’

Beyond car fix, what
will Volkswagen do
for its customers?
By Jerry Hirsch

Paul Chiasson Associated Press

THE HORRIFIC 2013 derailment of a train carrying oil in Lac-Megantic, Cana-

da, left 47 people dead and led to rising concerns about the safety of hauling crude.

Hauling crude oil may be
causing train tracks to fail
By Ralph Vartabedian
The only sign of trouble
aboard a Norfolk Southern
train, hauling roughly 9,000
tons of Canadian crude in
western Pennsylvania last
year, was a moderate sway in
the locomotive as it entered
a bend on the Kiskiminetas
River.
The first 66 cars had
passed safely around the
curve when the emergency
brakes suddenly engaged,
slamming the train to a stop.
The conductor trudged back
nearly a mile through newly
fallen snow to see what happened.
Twenty-one cars had de-

Off the rails
A review of 31 train crashes
involving crude oil or
ethanol since 2013 suggests
that track failure is a
growing safety problem.
Train derailment causes:
Track-related 17
Other 14
(including
wheel
problems,
human
error and
collisions)
Source:
Federal Railroad Administration
Doug Stevens Los Angeles Times

railed,
one
slamming
through the wall of a nearby
factory. Four tank cars were
punctured, sending 4,300
gallons of crude pouring out
of the tangled wreckage.
The cause of the accident
in North Vandergrift was
identified as a failure in the
rails — not aging or poorly
maintained tracks, but a
relatively new section laid
less than a year earlier.
The February 2014 crash
fits into an alarming pattern
across North America that
helps explain the significant
rise of derailments involving
oil-hauling trains over the
last three years, even as railroads are investing billions
[See Train, A14]

Volkswagen’s sales pitch
captured exactly what Jonathan Lea wanted — a sporty
car that logged top fuel economy and was so green the
federal government rewarded buyers with a $1,300
tax credit.
“It was the total package,” Lea said.
Now that he knows the
truth about the car’s pollution, and VW’s cheating on
emissions tests, he wants
the automaker to buy the car
back and send it to the scrap
heap. His 2009 Jetta TDI has
already lost a lot of resale
value, and he wants a different — and legitimately green
— car.
“It is quite a predicament
that they are in — and that I
am in,” Lea said. “Hopefully,
it will be resolved soon.”
A quick resolution is
doubtful as VW faces an extraordinarily complex recall
of 482,000 cars in the U.S.
and as many as 11 million
worldwide. “Fixing” the cars
is likely to hurt the car’s performance and fuel economy.
And that means VW will
have to find another way to
compensate owners on top
of the repairs, experts say.
The remedy should include VW buying the cars
back, said Harvey Rosenfield, an attorney at Consumer Watchdog. Short of

that, the automaker should
make a payment of “thousands of dollars” to cover the
fraud and diminished value
of the vehicles, he said.
Volkswagen admitted the
test rigging and has set aside
$7.3 billion to cover the costs
of retrofitting, which is likely
to require reprogramming
[See VW, A12]

By Paul Richter
and Brian Bennett
WASHINGTON — The
outcome of Vladimir Putin’s
bold military gamble in Syria is far from clear, but in the
short term, one loser seems
certain: President Obama.
The Kremlin raised the
stakes Wednesday by firing
cruise missiles into Syria
from warships nearly 1,000
miles away as Obama’s critics at home and abroad said
Putin’s escalating attempt
to bolster Syrian President
Bashar Assad already has
made the White House look
weak and wavering.
The White House has
been poised for weeks to quietly shift more U.S. military
support to seasoned Kurdish militias and other rebel
fighters in northern Syria.
But at this point, any change
in policy will appear to be in
response to Putin’s muscular moves, not a new initiative to help solve the multisided conflict.
Middle Eastern allies
who have chafed at Washington’s
reluctance
to
plunge into the 4-year-old
civil war have been impressed by how the Russian
president has come to an
ally’s defense, even if they
don’t like his goals or his ally,
Arab officials say.
In Washington, political
leaders, from former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, now the Democratic presidential frontrunner, to Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.), the 2008 GOP
presidential candidate, are
criticizing Obama for not
doing more to stop a war
that has killed more than
200,000 people, fueled Islamic State and sent hundreds
of thousands of refugees
fleeing to Europe.
U.S. officials also are furious that Putin’s planes repeatedly bombed rebel
forces armed by the CIA.
Partly as a result, the administration has refused to give
Russia’s military the precise
location of the U.S.-backed
groups for fear it will paint a
target on them.
Over the long term, Putin
may end up stuck in a bloody
quagmire in Syria, as the
White House has warned,
and Russia’s first major military operation far from its
borders since the Cold War
may look like folly.
But for now, the result for
Obama
“is
embarrassment,” said Cliff Kupchan,
chairman of the Eurasia
Group risk assessment con[See Syria, A4]
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Mobile, ‘asphalt opera’ for L.A.
Twenty-four cars wired with cameras take to the
city’s streets in “Hopscotch,” a search for the center — in life and in Los Angeles itself. CALENDAR

L.A. civic life?
We’re too busy
Angelenos too stressed
with work, traffic and
chores to get more involved in communities,
poll finds. CALIFORNIA
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