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Space
tourism
aircraft
crashes
in test

Ground
zero for
penal
reform
Foundations’ push for
California Prop. 47 to
reduce drug-use
penalties is aimed at
national change.

Virgin Galactic’s
SpaceShipTwo
plummets into Mojave
Desert; pilot is killed
and co-pilot is injured.

By Paige St. John
SACRAMENTO — The
statewide initiative on Tuesday’s ballot to reduce penalties for illicit drug use and
petty theft is part of a multimillion-dollar campaign to
revise sentencing laws in
California and across the nation.
Five major foundations,
headlined by a philanthropic group run by New York billionaire George Soros, have
poured millions of dollars to
push for changes in California’s policies on crime and
imprisonment. The campaign is aimed at shaping
public opinion, media coverage, research and grassroots activism on the issue.
Proposition 47 would reclassify possession of heroin,
methamphetamine
and
other illegal drugs, and theft
of $950 or less, as misdemeanors in California. If the
measure passes, California
will become the first state to
“de-felonize” all drug use,
opening the door for similar
efforts in other states.
“We hope we’re setting a
precedent for the nation,”
said Lynne Lyman, state director of the National Drug
Policy Alliance, an active
supporter of Proposition 47.
“We are hoping it will signal
that we don’t need to be so
tough on crime all the time.”
Proponents of the ballot
measure have raised $9 million — at least $2 million of
which came from two of the
foundations — for their campaign thus far. Opponents
have raised just $526,000,
state election records show.
That direct support,
[See Prop. 47, A16]
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AN L.A. DETECTIVE STORY

Samuel Marlowe is believed to have been the first licensed black private detective in Los Angeles. Could
two famous hard-boiled writers have named their iconic PI characters after him?

Shadowing Marlowe

A black PI steeped in speak-easies and stars. A Hollywood
screenwriter with tales of lost letters from Chandler and
Hammett. When real-life L.A. noir comes calling, you answer.

I

By Daniel Miller

t was hot and I was late for
lunch. I was feeling mean,
like I’d been left out in the
sun too long.
We were meeting at a
joint on La Brea, the kind of
place where the booths
have curtains you can pull shut if
you need a little privacy. I slid
across cool leather and got my first
good look at Louise Ransil, a wisp
of a redhead with high cheekbones
and appraising eyes.
She sat with her hands folded
on the worn table, a stack of old
paperbacks next to her.
Ransil had a script she’d been
peddling to the studios. I’d started
reading it — a detective caper set
in 1930s Los Angeles — and wanted
to find out about the claim on the
title page.
“BASED ON A TRUE STORY:
From case files of P.I. Samuel B.
Marlowe.”
Ransil didn’t waste any time.
Marlowe, she said, was the city’s

Marlowe family photo

SAMUEL MARLOWE

The Jamaican immigrant and
WWI vet is said to have corresponded with writers Raymond
Chandler and Dashiell Hammett.

first licensed black private detective. He shadowed lives, took care
of secrets, knew his way around
Tinseltown. Ransil dropped the
names of some Hollywood heavies
— Clark Gable, Jean Harlow, Howard Hughes.
But it got better. Marlowe knew
hard-boiled writers Raymond
Chandler and Dashiell Hammett,
she said.
The private eye had written
them after reading their early
stories in the pulp magazine Black
Mask to say their fictional gumshoes were doing it all wrong. They
began writing regularly, or so her
story went. The authors relied on
Marlowe for writing advice, and in
the case of Chandler, some real-life
detective work.
So his name was Samuel Marlowe … and their most famous
characters were Sam Spade and
Philip Marlowe.
That was no accident, she was
[See Marlowe, A12]
sure of it.

A day of too many dead There’s no future
USC DORNSIFE / TIMES POLL

Mexico’s search for students led to other graves
By Tracy Wilkinson
IGUALA, Mexico —This
time, there are not enough
candles,
not
enough
wreaths, altars or prayers to
recognize the dead.
The dead and the likely
dead are all around this
small, scruffy city. Clandestine graves dot the hillsides
like the wild yellow flowers
that blanket endless fields.
One day inspectors comb
through trash in a huge garbage dump; the next day,
they dredge the river.
Searching for bodies.
“The hills of Iguala are a
cemetery,” said Lino Ponce
Gonzalez, part of a community police force helping in
and sometimes leading the
search here in central Mexico’s Guerrero state. His 25year-old sister was kidnapped and disappeared a
year and four months ago,
and a brother was killed with
28 machete cuts six years
ago.
“Dead or alive, I just want
to find her,” he said of his sister, breaking down into tears
[See Dead, A4]

in plastic (grocery
bags, at least)

By Chris Megerian

Tim Johnson McClatchy-Tribune

IN IGUALA, MEXICO, an altar stands near city

hall. The usually festive Day of the Dead is overshadowed by fear and hopes for 43 disappeared students.

SACRAMENTO — A
statewide ban on plastic grocery bags has broad support
among voters, presenting a
challenge
for
industry
groups that hope to overturn the law, according to a
new USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times poll.
Sixty percent of the
voters who answered the
survey said they support the
ban, signed recently by Gov.
Jerry Brown. It applies to
single-use plastic sacks at
grocery stores and pharmacies starting July 1 and expands to convenience and liquor stores a year later.
Overturning the law
could be difficult, the poll
shows. A third of Californians already live in places
with local restrictions, such
as Los Angeles and San
Francisco, and many voters
are used to them.
“I keep a bunch of bags

inside my car,” said Sherezada Caballero, a 29-year-old
photographer and filmmaker in Los Angeles, who is
not affiliated with a political
party.
“Whenever I go into the
store,” she said, “I take them
out of my trunk. It’s not that
big of a deal.”
Moreover, among those
who do not live under local
restrictions, 52% support
the statewide ban.
“Even the people who
haven’t been exposed to it
don’t think it’s egregious,”
said Drew Lieberman of
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner
Research, the Democratic
pollster on the bipartisan
survey team.
The law could still be
placed on hold if opponents
collect 504,760 signatures by
the end of the year to qualify
their referendum for the November 2016 ballot.
That could force a costly
fight two years from now be[See Plastic, A16]

By Melody Petersen,
Christine Mai-Duc
and Shan Li
Aviation pioneer Richard
Branson’s dream for space
tourism was dealt a serious
blow Friday as Virgin Galactic’s SpaceShipTwo plummeted into a desolate
stretch of the Mojave Desert
during a test flight. One pilot
was killed, and his co-pilot
seriously injured.
It was the second catastrophe in three days for the
commercial space industry.
“Space is hard and today
was a tough day,” George
Whitesides, chief executive
of Virgin Galactic, said at a
news conference hours after
the accident. “The future
rests in many ways on hard,
hard days like this. But we
believe we owe it to the folks
who were flying these vehicles … to move forward,
which is what we’ll do.”
The test flight took off
shortly after 9 a.m. Friday
from the Mojave Air and
Space Port, which is about
100 miles northeast of Los
Angeles.
The rocket plane was
lifted into the sky by another
aircraft, which typically carries it to 50,000 feet. The malfunction occurred just seconds after the spaceship
separated from the carrier,
officials said.
“The aircraft is in several
different pieces,” said Kern
County Sheriff Don Youngblood. “We found one person, who was obviously deceased, immediately.” The
other was taken to Antelope
Valley Hospital, he said, with
“major injuries.”
At least one pilot had
parachuted out of the aircraft.
[See Crash, A15]
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SWEET?
S OU R ?
I T ’S A P I C K L E
SATURDAY
Weather
Spotty showers.
L.A. Basin: 68/55. AA8

Time change
Daylight saving time
ends Sunday.
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Clocks
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Refinanced in the last 12 months?

We’ll REDO it
at a LOWER rate!

%
2.875 & 2.91
Rate

888-240-1027
15-YR FIXED

$495 TO CLOSE
APR ANY LOAN

CashCall®, Inc. CashCall® assumes an owner-occupied
single family residence, not self-employed, owns no other
properties, 740 FICO, 70% loan to value with no subordinate
debt. CashCall will charge a flat $495 “Lender Fee.” Borrower
must pay all third party costs including fees for: appraisals,
credit reports, flood certs., title insurance, escrow, notary,
attorneys and recording. Borrower is responsible for paying all taxes,
insurance, and payoff fees. Sample transaction is 180 monthly payments
of $6.85 per $1,000 borrowed. Subject to underwriting approval & rates
subject to change without notice. Go to CashCallMortgage.com or call
1-866-900-8744 for terms and conditions. Department of Business
Oversight California Finance Lenders Law License # 603-8780. NMLS
Unique Identifier #38512. CashCall, Inc. Suite 1000, Orange, CA 92868.

