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U.S. will be
‘relentless’
on militants
In wake of beheading
video, Obama vows
to beat back Islamic
State, ‘this cancer.’
By Christi Parsons,
Kathleen Hennessey
and W.J. Hennigan

Photographs by

Eric Paul Zamora Fresno Bee

PEOPLE WATCH a fire from California 41 near Oakhurst, Calif. Local, state, federal, military and Native

American tribal agencies have battled 5,897 fires this year — a rate of one new blaze every 56 minutes.

Amid drought, many fires
but no disasters — yet
None of numerous blazes have exploded like last year’s
Rim fire. ‘We’ve been lucky,’ a retired firefighter says.
By Diana Marcum,
Matt Hansen
and Scott Gold
OAKHURST, Calif. — With California zeroing in on a thousand days of
drought, people here shifted their
gaze this week with a sense of dreadful
certainty, from the cracked soil and
parched tinderbox at their feet toward
a plume of smoke rising from the
woods somewhere off Quail Drive.
It was one year ago, after all, that
the Rim fire raged unchecked through
the Sierra Nevada, burning so ferociously that it generated its own wind
while consuming 400 square miles of
wilderness.
This, surely, would be the same:
The state has grown only more desiccated, and that little plume off Quail
Drive erupted into an uncontained
blaze that cast embers a half-mile into
the sky. The authorities issued evacuation orders for 13,000 homes and
businesses and prepared to retreat as
the flames marched toward a propane
storage yard.
And then, it didn’t happen.
The Junction fire was still burning
Wednesday, and had destroyed nine
structures. But the wind had calmed,
and firefighters, aided by high humidity, attacked the blaze deftly and aggressively and were holding it steady
at about 600 acres.
Roads were reopened and evacuation orders rescinded, and it did not

A STRUCTURE burns along California 41. The West has lost 2.5 million acres to fires this year, the second-lowest total in the last 13 years.

appear that this fire would grow into
the sort of regional conflagration authorities have been bracing for —
again.
This year has marked a paradox in
California and the West: Under terrible drought conditions, there has
been a startling number of wildfires.
But none has detonated into catastrophe.

Dale Miller, 77, a retired fire battalion chief, was in Fresno undergoing
chemotherapy when he heard that the
Junction fire had started near his
home in Oakhurst, one of the more
prominent “gateway” communities
leading to the southern entrance of
Yosemite National Park. A friend reported that the blaze hopped over one
[See Wildfires, A13]

EDGARTOWN, Mass. —
A clearly furious President
Obama condemned the Islamic militants who claimed
responsibility for beheading
an American journalist,
vowing Wednesday to beat
back “this cancer” and
showing no sign of constraining the U.S. military
intervention in Iraq.
As 14 new U.S. airstrikes
pounded Islamic State positions, the grisly video and
photos of a masked militant
killing James Foley ricocheted around the Internet
and focused global outrage
on the Al Qaeda-inspired
army that has swept across
much of eastern Syria and
western Iraq this year.
In the video, the executioner speaks English with a
British accent, and U.S. and
British authorities scrambled to identify him. British
Prime Minister David Cameron told the BBC that it was
“extremely likely” the killer
was a British citizen.
The tape thus raised new
concern about the hundreds
of recruits with Western
passports, including dozens
of Americans, who have rallied to the Sunni insurgents’
side in Syria and Iraq and
may return home to wreak
havoc, U.S. and European officials say.
U.S. officials disclosed
that the Pentagon had sent
a special forces team, with
air and ground forces, into
Syria this summer in an attempt to rescue Foley and
several other American hostages held captive by the
militants.
The government had
“what we believed was sufficient intelligence, and when
the opportunity presented
itself, the president authorized the Department of Defense to move aggressively to
recover our citizens,” Lisa
Monaco, the White House
[See Foley, A4]

Cracking down
on terror posts
As jihadists take to the
Web, tech giants crack
down on extreme images
of beheading. BUSINESS, B1

COLUMN ONE

Nature and nurture
at Karolyi Ranch
Gymnastics guru Bela
pursues a love of the
outdoors and wife
Martha molds athletes
at Texas retreat.
By David Wharton
Reporting from the Sam
Houston National Forest

A

fternoon descends on the
piney woods of
East Texas with
a heat that
clings to your skin, the air so
thick you have to work at
drawing a full breath.
Not that the owner of the
Karolyi Ranch seems to
mind as he bounces along in
a utility vehicle that looks
like a supercharged golf
cart, its knobby tires encrusted with mud.
Bela Karolyi steers
toward a sparkling body of
water just beyond the trees
and launches into a story
about how he dug the lake
himself, learning to drive a
bulldozer and pushing dirt

for six months.
“I’m good at it,” he says.
“I love it.”
Every bit the gentleman
rancher in khaki pants and
a red-checked shirt, Bela
stops at the shore. Catfish
— fat and black, as long as a
man’s arm — gather near
the surface to gobble chunks
of homemade sausage he
feeds them as treats.
“Hey, guys,” he says. “Big
suckers.”
Much of the world remembers this man as the
Romanian gymnastics
coach who guided Nadia
Comaneci to a perfect 10 at
the 1976 Montreal Olympics.
After his defection to the
U.S., he molded a new generation of American stars
that included Mary Lou
Retton, Kim Zmeskal and
Kerri Strug.
His voice remains strong,
his words still full of gravel,
but age has turned that
bushy mustache to white. In
recent years, Bela has traded Olympic glory for another sort of passion.
“We’re in the boonies,” he
says gleefully. “The middle
[See Karolyi, A10]

B. K . S. I YE NGAR , 1918 -2014

Guru helped make
yoga popular in West

a 2011 interview. The
journalist disappeared in
Syria the following year.

LARGE
PAYOUT
IN LAPD
FATALITY
City to pay $5 million
to family of unarmed
veteran shot dead on
TV after police chase.
By Richard Winton,
Angel Jennings
and Hector Becerra
The Los Angeles City
Council on Wednesday approved a $5-million settlement with the family of an
unarmed National Guard
veteran killed on live television in a barrage of gunfire at
the end of a wild pursuit last
year in downtown L.A.
The proposed payout is
the largest settlement the
city has made in a fatal police shooting in at least a
decade and comes after Los
Angeles Police Chief Charlie
Beck raised concerns about
the officers’ tactics.
Brian Newt Beaird, 51, led
police on a dangerous pursuit around southeast L.A.
and downtown L.A. on the
night of Dec. 13, weaving in
and out of traffic in his Corvette at a high rate of speed.
He was shot after he crashed
into another vehicle in
downtown L.A. and staggered out of the sports car.
Beaird’s father said he
watched the chase live on
television, including the moment when his son was
killed. The officers who
opened fire have been on
paid leave since shortly after
the shooting.
Councilman
Bernard
Parks, a former LAPD chief,
said that the case was serious enough to warrant such
a large payout and that a
[See Settlement, A9]

Hamas denies
leader killed
Israel has tried many
times to kill elusive
military leader Mohammed Deif. A3

By Elaine Woo

B

efore he became one of
the West’s most influential teachers of yoga,
B.K.S. Iyengar was a
frail baby in a poor family in India. Born in 1918 during a
worldwide flu epidemic, he survived infancy only to struggle
with other deadly maladies, including malaria, typhoid and tuberculosis.
The illnesses left him a pathetic, bony-chested weakling for
whom the future appeared dim.
“I was,” he quipped later, “an
anti-advertisement for yoga.”
No one, including Iyengar,
could have predicted what a difference a few years would make.
The once-scrawny youth who was
told he would not survive to
adulthood began studying yoga
at 14 and teaching at 18. He gradually built a reputation that
spread to the West, where he
helped lay the foundation for the
explosive growth of yoga as practice and industry and attained
[See Iyengar, A12]
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JAMES FOLEY during

Ferguson
hearings begin
The grand jury will
operate out of the
public eye as it weighs
the evidence. A7

Officer may face
serious charges
CHP hands criminal
investigation into
freeway beating over
to the D.A. LATEXTRA
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B.K.S. Iyengar laid the foundation for the
growth of yoga in the United States.
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