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Alibaba
surges
38% in
market
debut

Goodell’s
promise
of change
met with
doubt
By Sam Farmer
and Nathan Fenno

Roger Goodell, considered by many the most powerful man in sports, found
himself in an unusual position Friday for a sports commissioner.
Emerging from an almost
two-week silence following a
national uproar over the
NFL’s handling of a player’s
domestic violence incident,
Goodell stood on a podium
in the ballroom of a New
York hotel and tried to
staunch the league’s bleeding.
The
commissioner
seemed chastened and, at
the same time, defiant.
His words were apologetic and solemn in his 1,220word opening statement.
“At our best, the NFL sets
an example that makes a
positive difference,” said
Goodell, the $44-million
head of the nation’s most
popular sports league. “Unfortunately, over the past
several weeks, we have seen
all too much of the NFL doing wrong. That starts with
me.”
Goodell said he will establish a conduct commit[See NFL, A9]

Alex Goodlett Getty Images

NFL CHIEF Roger Goo-

dell was both contrite
and defiant while discussing conduct issues.

In largest U.S. IPO
ever, shares of the
Chinese e-commerce
giant soar on the New
York Stock Exchange.
By Russ Mitchell
and Paresh Dave
Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

TOURISTS GET a view of L.A. from a double–decker bus. According to CHP guidelines, buses normally

cannot be more than 14 feet high. But with double-deckers, height limits are raised to just over 14 feet.

RISING CONCERN
Teen’s death focuses attention on party bus industry
By Scott Gold, Matt Hansen
and Caitlin Owens
Amy Zisette is still trying to piece together what happened that warm July
night. There was music. Dancing. And
unspeakable tragedy.
She does know that if she had been
driving down the 405 Freeway and had
seen a bunch of teenagers standing up on
an open-air, double-decker bus — so high
they had to duck for overpasses — she
would have done something.
“I would have panicked, just as a
mother. I would have called 911 and had
that bus pulled over,” Zisette said recently. “They were all good kids up there.
It could have been any of them.”
But it was hers.
Mason Zisette was 16, a varsity tennis
player looking forward to his junior year
at Mira Costa High School. He was with a
group of friends from Manhattan Beach,
returning from a birthday celebration,
when he hit his head on an overpass near
Inglewood. He died two days later in a
hospital, where scores of friends lined up
to say goodbye before he was taken off life
support.

MASON ZISETTE died

after striking his head on
a 405 Freeway overpass.

9,000
Party bus carriers
in California, up from
6,000 five years ago

20
Deaths on party buses
nationwide during the
same time period

“Our family is still trying really to
understand,” Amy Zisette said. “I don’t
want this to happen again.”
The number of party bus carriers
nationwide has skyrocketed in the last
five years — from 6,000 to 9,000 in California alone, records show — and more than
20 people have died in accidents. But
most states have done little to regulate
the industry, with efforts focusing mainly
on alcohol use.
In Nebraska, passengers are allowed
to drink on a party bus as long as the
driver does not have access to alcohol. In
New Jersey, passengers can drink, but
the driver cannot provide the alcohol.
And in Oklahoma, it is illegal for a hired
bus or limousine service to knowingly
transport minors in possession of alcohol.
One potential reform, safety experts
and activists say, would be to address
variations in how tall buses can be.
According to California Highway Patrol guidelines, buses normally cannot be
more than 14 feet high. But in the case of
double-decker buses, height restrictions
are raised to just over 14 feet.
[See Buses, A10]

NATO nuclear
drawdown now
seems unlikely
By Ralph Vartabedian
and W.J. Hennigan

Robert Perry European Pressphoto Agency

DEJECTED BACKERS of Scottish independence sit in George Square in Glas-

gow after referendum results put an end to their hope for autonomy.

A power shift in Britain
Scotland’s failed
secession reopens
debate on self-rule in
England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.
By Christopher Werth

EDINBURGH, Scotland
— The campaign signs are
coming down. Gone are the
colorful “yes” and “no” buttons that seemed to grace
every lapel in Scotland. The
dream of independence is
dead, perhaps for a genera-

tion or more.
But though the status
quo prevailed in Scotland’s
historic referendum, scuttling an effort to break free of
ties to Britain, there was a
sense in the dazed aftermath Friday that a great
deal had changed.
In the most immediate
example, Scotland’s independence leader, First Minister Alex Salmond, announced that he would step
down in November. For
Scotland to move forward,
he said, it needs fresh blood.
The brash and very
shrewd leader of the Scottish National Party personi-

fied the drive for secession,
and he ultimately failed. But
in the process, he extracted
painful promises of reforms
granting Scotland greater
autonomy, including increased authority to raise
taxes and adopt more generous health and welfare benefits.
The result is a tectonic
shift in power, not just in
Scotland, but across all of
Britain. British Prime Minister David Cameron, in a
landmark speech Friday
pledging to honor his promise to Scotland, followed it
up with another momentous
[See Scotland, A6]

Last summer in Berlin,
President Obama called for
“bold reductions” in U.S. and
Russian tactical nuclear
weapons to ease the risk of
annihilation in Europe.
Obama was referring to
the roughly 200 B61 nuclear
bombs that the U.S. has deployed in five NATO nations
stretching from the Netherlands to Turkey — as well as
an even larger Russian arsenal estimated at 2,000 tactical weapons.
But since last summer,
that hopeful outlook has
evaporated. Russia’s incursions into Ukraine and nuclear threats made by Russian President Vladimir Putin have killed any chance
that the U.S. would withdraw its tactical nuclear
weapons any time soon.
“Withdrawing our relatively few weapons would be
the absolute wrong signal at
this moment,” said James
Stavridis, the retired U.S.
admiral who served as
NATO chief until 2013 and is

now dean of the Fletcher
School of international affairs at Tufts University.
“Throughout my period
of command as the NATO
supreme allied commander,
my personal view was that it
was time to consider withdrawing the weapons from
Europe,” he said. “However,
[See Nuclear, A12]

Alibaba Holding Group’s
initial public offering was a
monster success, roaring
out of the gate Friday at a
38% premium to its offer
price, sucking $21.8 billion
into the Chinese online powerhouse’s coffers.
The largest U.S. IPO ever
sent thrills through the New
York Stock Exchange, where
the stock opened at $92.70,
soared near $100, and thudded back down before closing at $93.89. It showered
$900 million cash on Jack
Ma, Alibaba founder and
executive chairman.
The company’s market
value came to $231.4 billion
by day’s end.
“It was important for
their worldwide image to
have a successful IPO, and
the best way to do that is
have it go up on the offering,”
said Francis Gaskins, research director at Equities
.com. “This was very well
planned and well executed.
It’s amazingly stable for a
$21-billion IPO.”
Alibaba’s IPO dwarfed
that of Facebook Inc.’s.
When the world’s largest social network went public two
years ago it raised $16 billion,
giving it a market value of
$104 billion. Facebook was
valued at nearly $201.6 billion
at Friday’s close.
Alibaba is often compared with EBay, but its interests are much wider. The
operator of shopping websites that link buyers and
sellers also has tentacles in
banking, maps, cloud computing, an online music service, and TV and film production.
Now, with their pockets
brimming, Ma and Alibaba
can turn their attention
back to making their giant
company even bigger.
The success also translated to a big — and badly
needed — win for Yahoo Inc.,
which was an early investor
in Alibaba and owned a 23%
stake until cashing out 140
million shares. Yahoo, which
still owns 384 million shares
of Alibaba, should net about
$5.9 billion after taxes.
Wall Street’s gossip mill
buzzed with chatter on how
[See Alibaba, A10]

COMING SUNDAY

A STING IN
THE DESERT
For years, the Four Corners region battled the
federal government over
the land and its treasures. But when a local
dealer went undercover
to stop the trade in
stolen antiquities, it tore
apart a Utah town.
Weather
Low clouds breaking.
L.A. Basin: 82/65. AA6
Complete Index ...... AA2
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