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Yahoo
bets big
on a hot
website

L . A .’S R AC E F O R M AYO R

Internet giant aims to
regain its relevance to
young people with a
$1.1-billion deal to buy
blogging firm Tumblr.
By Jessica Guynn
SAN FRANCISCO — Yahoo Inc. Chief Executive
Marissa Mayer is attempting a bold — and risky —
strategy to turn around the
struggling Internet giant
with the $1.1-billion acquisition of Tumblr, a trendy
social
blogging
service
popular with teens and
young adults.
Though Yahoo still has a
massive online audience, it’s
losing its grip on young people and how they consume
the Internet on mobile devices. Tumblr, a 6-year-old
company with 100 million
users who share links,
photos and blog posts, represents the new guard of the
Internet.
With Tumblr, the former
Google Inc. executive is
making her biggest move yet
to make Yahoo relevant to a
new generation. In doing
so, she’s hoping to revive Yahoo’s
business,
which
has been in a prolonged
slump.
But analysts say paying
such a big price for Tumblr,
which in late 2011 was
valued by its investors at
$800 million, had better be
worth it.
Yahoo has a history of
buying promising young
companies only to let them
waste away. Acquisitions
under previous Yahoo chiefs
such as Geocities, an early
social networking site, and
[See Yahoo, A9]
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ERIC GARCETTI speaks with supporters at a Straw Hat pizza

WENDY GREUEL gives a thumbs up while campaigning with Rep.

parlor in Chatsworth. At several of his stops at seven African
American churches, he wove Scripture into his remarks.

Janice Hahn (D-San Pedro), left, at Ports O’ Call. “We are going to
fight for a better city,” she later told another gathering.

Mid-Wilshire could call vote
The neighborhood has picked the mayor in every election since 2001
By Seema Mehta
It’s a small swath of Los
Angeles, near the city’s
heart, that hasn’t received
much attention from the
mayoral candidates.
But a Times analysis
shows that a 2.8-squaremile, Mid-Wilshire neighborhood has had an unmatched
record of picking mayors in
both primary and runoff
elections since 2001. And interviews suggest it could
again be a bellwether of the
concerns, apathy and ambivalence voters take to the
polls Tuesday as they
choose the city’s new chief

executive.
Both Wendy Greuel and
Eric Garcetti have supporters here, though most voters
approached on a recent day
voiced the sort of indifference that could keep turnout near record lows.
Nearly all served up
plain-spoken advice for the
mayor-to-be.
“There are a lot of potholes in the streets,” said
Bryan Thomas, 30, as he
walked to his job waiting tables at Marie Callender’s
Grill on Wilshire Boulevard.
“There’s so much money
with parking tickets and violations, I’d like to know
where all that money goes

because it seems like it’s not
going into streets being repaired.”
Monique Ruffin was insistent about what she
thought the city’s top priority should be as she pushed
her special-needs son on a
swing at leafy L.A. High Memorial Park.
“Schools, schools, that’s
really all I care about,” said
the 44-year-old blogger. “I
will fix my own pothole. Fix
the schools.”
Kim Cuomo, 25, lived in
Boston and New York before
and didn’t buy a car until she
decided to move to Los Angeles.
“Public transportation.

It’s a huge city,” the actress
said.
The three live in Mid-Wilshire west of downtown, a
community of more than
47,000 residents, according
to a Times analysis.
The most diverse of the
city’s 114 neighborhoods,
Mid-Wilshire is a distilled
version of sprawling Los Angeles. The Miracle Mile,
high-end furniture stores
and a Whole Foods mark its
affluent northwestern edge,
while auto repair shops, fastfood joints and a checkcashing business line its
southern
border.
The
western boundary includes
[See Bellwether, A6]

Restraint is the new
red for China’s elite
Officials are urged to
cut back on lavish
living amid growing
public resentment.
By Don Lee

Megan Phelps-Roper

AT THE FUNERAL of a soldier in 2007, Libby Phelps takes part in one of the

Topeka, Kan., church’s pickets against homosexuality. As she grew older, she
began to wonder: “How could 70 people be right and everyone else be wrong?”
COLUMN ONE

An emotional separation
from church and hate
Four years after she fled her family’s Westboro Baptist Church,
Libby Phelps-Alvarez’s journey is still far from complete
By Jenny Deam
reporting from topeka, kan.

T

he house was empty, just as
Libby Phelps had planned.
Slipping inside that afternoon
four years ago, she felt as if her
heart would burst through her

chest.
She peeked through the curtains,
terrified that her aunt and uncle across
the street would notice the cars parked in
the driveway with doors and trunks open.
Moving quickly with three co-workers
by her side, she shoved clothes, high
school yearbooks, photo albums, a pillow
and an old TV into boxes and suitcases.
She felt like a thief in her own home. And,
in a way, she was.
At age 25, Libby Phelps was stealing

her life back.
She never dreamed growing up in
Topeka that her last name would become
so evil to so many. Her grandfather is
Fred Phelps, pastor of the Westboro
Baptist Church, a place despised by
many for its virulent protests against
homosexuality at the funerals of U.S.
troops.
For Libby, church and family had
always been intertwined. Nearly all of
Westboro’s 70 members descend from her
grandfather. Libby’s father, Fred Phelps
Jr., is the oldest of 13 children and a
church leader. She is one of 55 grandchildren.
The Phelps clan lives in a tight radius
only a few blocks wide in central Topeka. The children attend public schools;
the adults have professional careers. But
[See Westboro, A10]

BEIJING — Exports of
elegant Swiss watches to
China have plunged. Sales of
Mercedes-Benz and other
premium sedans are slowing. And high-end restaurants, coming off their worst
Chinese New Year festival in
years, are starting to change
their menus to lure ordinary
families.
At a Montblanc shop in
downtown Beijing, sales
clerks recall the days when
they rang up as many as
10 of the top-selling fountain
pens every day. And never
mind the $1,400 price tag:
The platinum-plated pen
capped with a half-carat dia-

mond was a particular favorite. Nowadays the store sells
one such pen every two to
three days, said a saleswoman surnamed Ren, adding
sadly that her pay is commission-based.
Such is the state of living
large in the world’s secondlargest luxury market. Yet
the cause of the downturn is
not economic — it is political.
In the last few months,
China’s new leader, President Xi Jinping, has been
pressing a campaign to rein
in the lavish ways of the nation’s political and military
elite. Warning that corruption could threaten the
Communist Party’s survival, Xi has waged a highly
public effort to rid officialdom of ostentatious living.
Ceremonial red carpets
and floral decor are out. Flying coach is in. Party cadres
are being told to double up in
hotel rooms.
[See China, A4]

Garcetti and Greuel
crisscross the city in
a last attempt to
connect with voters
before the election.
By James Rainey
and Seema Mehta

A two-year campaign
that has drawn record
spending will see either the
first woman or the first Jew
elected as Los Angeles mayor. But despite those milestones, candidates Wendy
Greuel and Eric Garcetti
sped around the city Sunday
trying to avoid another distinction: drawing the lowest
turnout for an open mayoral
seat in modern history.
The two candidates
reached out to voters in
churches, at a pizza parlor
and in a bowling alley on a
long day of campaigning —
their last extended opportunity to connect directly to
voters before Tuesday’s
election. Both focused particularly on African American voters, who polls show
have tended to favor Greuel,
the city controller, though
many remained undecided.
In a race in which she has
had the financial advantage
because of massive expenditures by organized labor,
Greuel has been fighting to
make up the 4 percentage
points she trailed Garcetti
by when the two emerged
from a March primary to become the finalists for mayor.
Greuel still lagged 7 percentage points behind City
[See Mayor, A7]

Tornadoes tear
through Midwest

In Bakersfield,
beating brings
muted reaction

One person is killed and
more than 20 are injured. At right, a twister
in Kansas. NATION, A12

The death of David Sal
Silva has not caused an
uproar in the city. Some
residents say it’s the
cowboy way. LATEXTRA

Coens premiere
film at Cannes
The brothers pay tribute to the 1960s folkie
scene in Greenwich
Village. CALENDAR

Poverty rises
in suburbs
More poor people now
live there than in urban
areas, a study finds.
Service agencies struggle to help. LATEXTRA

Complete Index ....... AA2

Weather
Low clouds, then sunny.
L.A. Basin: 82/61. AA8

Syria attacks
rebel stronghold
The onslaught is aimed
at pushing back opposition fighters from a
strategic city near Lebanon. WORLD, A3
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