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Program
‘colossal
flop’ for
the CIA
Overseas spies posing
as business executives
incurred added risk
for scant gains.
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THE MANHUNT

Police are baffled by the slaying of a young couple with no known
enemies. The more they learn, the more ominous the crime becomes.

A double killing, a vengeful
plan, a wave of fear

By Ken Dilanian

Doug Stevens Los Angeles Times

By Christopher Goffard,
Joel Rubin and
Kurt Streeter

T

chapter one

Another
key group
eludes
the GOP
The party struggles to
get Asian Americans,
as well as Latinos, to
return to the fold.

he man emerged from a
charcoal-gray pickup and
approached the hotel
check-in counter. He
wanted a room and the
Internet pass code. He was
6 feet tall, with a weightlifter’s build and military posture. But he
could transform his soft, round face into a
picture of amiability. He struck the night
manager as personable and disarming.
Inside Room 116 of the Hi View Inn &
Suites in Manhattan Beach, he stared at
his Facebook page and a lifetime’s worth of
grudges. It is not clear how long he had
labored on the unusual document on the
screen.

It was a rambling, free-associating
screed in which he asserted firm opinions
on politicians, journalists, comedians and
television shows. It was a brew of hatreds, a
sustained cry of self-pity and self-justification, and a blueprint.
One touch of a button would make it
public, once people knew where to look.
It was 1:15 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 4.
Click.

d
Hours earlier, Irvine Police Det. Victoria
Hurtado was crouched in the evening chill,
studying an enormous diamond ring on a
dead woman’s hand. It was one of her first
clues. “This is not a robbery,” she thought.
The victim was in the passenger seat of
a white Kia Optima, parked on the rooftop
lot of an upmarket condo complex on
Scholarship Drive. She was Asian, in a
pretty blue dress. Beside her, a young black

Rich tastes
fuel premium
investments

By Mark Z. Barabak
RANCHO CORDOVA,
Calif. — Not long ago, the Republican National Committee did something out of the
ordinary: The party issued a
formal statement marking
Diwali, an important Hindu
holiday.
“Diwali and the lighting
of the Diya celebrate the victory of light over darkness
and knowledge over ignorance,” read the salutation
from GOP headquarters in
Washington, which bid good
tidings to “our Hindu, Jain
and Sikh friends” and ended
with the traditional greeting
“Saal Mubarak!”
It was a small step toward
addressing a big concern.
After years of divided loyalties, Asian American
voters have swung heavily
behind the Democratic
Party and its candidates,
posing a serious threat to
Republicans whose political
base — older, whiter, more
conservative — is shrinking
by the day. (Although referred to as the Asian American community, “communities” might be a better word
to reflect the diversity of
groups tracing their roots
from the Indian subcontinent to the Far East.)
The problem is every bit
as acute as the GOP’s widely
chronicled difficulties with
Latino voters. Though fewer
[See Voters, A24]
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Lee Romney Los Angeles Times

MONI T. LAW , 53, is among the Berkeley residents

trying to save the city’s main post office, built in 1914.

man was slumped over the steering wheel.
Both were riddled with bullets, with fatal
shots to the back of their heads.
Stepping carefully amid 14 shell casings
scattered on the pavement, Hurtado noticed powder burns around the bullet holes
in the windows. It was a close-range ambush, and as cold a scene as the detective
had seen in 17 years on the force.
There was no evidence of a fight. It was
as if the killer, possessed by an impersonal
fury, had not known the victims at all.
Hurtado looked up at the high-rise
apartments that towered above the garage.
Hundreds of people would have had a plain
view of the shooting, if they had peered out
their windows. Hundreds should have
heard it.
Five floors below, news crews were
assembling. Murder was startling news in
Irvine, which boasted of being America’s
safest midsized city — 65 square miles of
gleaming corporate
[See Killings, A18]

Freed veteran
happy to be home
Merrill Newman, 85,
arrives in the Bay Area
after six weeks of captivity in North Korea.
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WASHINGTON — Several years ago, a senior officer in the CIA clandestine
service attended a closeddoor conference for overseas
operatives. Speakers included case officers who
were working in the manner
Hollywood usually portrays
spies — out on their own.
Most CIA officers abroad
pose as U.S. diplomats. But
those given what’s called
non-official cover are known
as
NOCs,
pronounced
“knocks,” and they typically
pose as business executives.
At the forum, the NOCs
spoke of their cover jobs,
their false identities and
measures taken to protect
them. Few said much about
gathering intelligence.
A colleague passed a
caustic note to the senior officer. “Lots of business,” it
read. “Little espionage.”
Twelve years after the
CIA began a major push to
get its operatives out of embassy cubicles and into foreign universities, businesses
and other local perches to
collect intelligence on terrorists and rogue nations, the
effort has been a disappointment, current and former
U.S. officials say. Along with
other parts of the CIA, the
budget of the so-called Global Deployment Initiative,
which covers the NOC program, is now being cut.
[See CIA, A25]

In Berkeley, a big
stamp of disapproval
By Lee Romney
BERKELEY, Calif. —
Plenty of communities have
resisted the U.S. Postal
Service’s sweeping real estate sell-off, battling to keep
open historic buildings that
speak of bygone civic grandeur and to guarantee oldfashioned mail service for
the public.
Few have succeeded.
But this is Berkeley,
home of the Free Speech
Movement and protracted
protests over civil rights, Vi-

etnam and more. So when
the postal service announced plans to sell Berkeley’s 1914 Second Renaissance Revival-style main
post office, decorated in New
Deal-era art and situated in
the heart of the liberal city’s
Civic Center, the town rose
up.
Opponents staged a 33day encampment on its
steps, and the mayor and entire City Council joined
forces to block the sale, with
backing from U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Oakland) and
[See Berkeley, A22]

Atlas® bangles in 18k rose and yellow gold, $5,800.
In 18k white and rose gold with diamonds, $9,000.

2

