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FINAL FAREWELL

Nimoy adapted Mr. Spock’s Vulcan salute, which became a greeting for “Star
Trek” fans, from a gesture he had seen at an Orthodox synagogue as a boy.

LEONARD NIMOY, 1931 - 2015

The man who
became Spock
‘Star Trek’ made him a cultural touchstone
By Steve Chawkins

W

hen Leonard Nimoy was
approached about acting
in a new TV series called
“Star Trek,” he was, like
any good Vulcan contemplating a risky mission in a chaotic universe, dispassionate.
“I really didn’t give it a lot of thought,”
he later recalled. “The chance of this becoming anything meaningful was slim.”
By the time “Star Trek” finished its
three-year run in 1969, Nimoy was a cultural touchstone — a living representative of
the scientific method, a voice of pure reason in a time of social turmoil, the unflappable and impeccably logical Mr. Spock.
He was, as The Times described him in
2009, “the most iconic alien since Superman” — a quantum leap for a character actor who had appeared in plenty of shows
but had never worked a single job longer

than two weeks.
Nimoy, who became so identified with
his TV and film role that he titled his two
memoirs — somewhat illogically — “I Am
Not Spock” (1975) and “I Am Spock” (1995),
died Friday at his Bel-Air home. He was 83.
The cause was end-stage chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, said his son,
Adam.
Nimoy revealed last year that he had
the disease, a condition he attributed to
the smoking he gave up 30 years ago.
While he was best known for his portrayal of the green-blooded Spock, Nimoy
more recently made his mark with art photography, focusing on plus-sized nude
women in a volume called “The Full Body
Project” and on nude women juxtaposed
with Old Testament tales and quotes from
Jewish thinkers in “Shekhina.”
He also directed films, wrote poetry and
acted on the stage.
As Spock, he was the [See Nimoy, A8]
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remained indelibly linked to the role that made him a star.
illustrated guide to Mr. Spock’s “Star Trek” journey.

THE POWER TO PROVOKE
Islamic State’s video of vandalism demands a closer look

CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT
ART CRITIC

The Islamic State wants
the global community to
know that there’s a new
sheriff in town. So it wrecked
a museum full of precious
sculptures and on Thursday
posted video of the vandalism on the Internet.
At least, that’s what their
video wants you to think.
The video quickly went viral,
but there is reason for some
skepticism.
Militants inside the Mosul Museum in northern
Iraq are shown calmly going
about the business of
smashing
3,000-year-old
statues from the ancient Assyrian empire and other historical dynasties. An oncamera narrator, citing verses from the Koran, confidently explains the destructive iconoclasm against
pre-Muslim works of art as a
necessary fulfillment of Muhammad’s dictum against

Airport and beneath the
flight path of airliners, terrorists might try to shoot
down a plane or crash one
into the stadium, scenarios
Ridge described as “a terrorist event ‘twofer.’ “
Ridge said the Inglewood
stadium, part of a planned
retail, office and residential
development at the now-defunct
Hollywood
Park,
would have “a significant
risk profile with the potential to produce consequences that will not only
impact the airport and region, but global interests.”
In contrast to Ridge’s
warnings, city officials as
well as aviation experts have
said a stadium at the Hollywood Park site is not a safety
concern. The Federal Aviation Administration, in environmental impact reports,
has twice given its blessing
to proposed stadiums in Inglewood.
The NFL has several stadiums — including Santa
Clara, Calif., and East
Rutherford, N.J. — in close
proximity to major airports.
No stadium in the U.S. has
been the subject of a terrorist attack.
The league, which is
[See NFL, A11]

Inglewood would be a
tempting terror target,
says a study funded by
backers of downtown
NFL stadium.

For a second straight
year, officials predict
no Central Valley
Project allocation to
most growers.

In another blow to California’s parched heartland,
federal officials said Friday
that for the second year in a
row most Central Valley
farmers are unlikely to receive water from the region’s
major irrigation project this
summer.
The
announcement,
while
expected,
means
growers will probably have
to idle more land — and produce fewer crops — because
there is simply not enough
water for all of their fields.
“It’s frustrating that we’ll
be fallowing the same or
more land than last year,”
said Dan Errotabere, a vegetable and nut farmer in Riverdale, 25 miles southwest of
Fresno. “That equates to
lost revenue, lost taxes and
less employee hours. The effect on communities is real.”
Citing below-average reservoir storage and an abysmal snowpack as California
enters a fourth year of
drought, managers of the
federal Central Valley Project said they probably will
not deliver any supplies this
year to farmers in the system
who don’t have senior water
rights.
“The picture is not a
pretty one,” said David Murillo, regional director of the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.
The agency’s initial assessment of how much water
they can send to growers is
always conservative. There
are still two months left in
the rainy season and if conditions improve, so could the
allocation.
Moreover, the zero allocation doesn’t apply to farmers in the Sacramento and
San Joaquin valleys who
have historic water rights
that the government must
honor before they dole out
supplies to everyone else.
The bureau expects to send
those farmers 75% of their
sizable contract amounts, or
a total of about 2.6 million
acre-feet.
“We have quite a few
buckets to fill before we can
start making water avail[See Water, A9]
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A FIVE-MINUTE VIDEO released on the Internet

purports to show Islamic State militants breaking
ancient artworks inside the Mosul Museum in Iraq.

the worship of false idols.
Earlier snuff videos from
Islamic State, also known as
ISIS or ISIL, show the beheading of soldiers, journalists and humanitarian aid
workers. The new video purports to show nothing less
than the beheading of an entire civilization.
The question is: Does it
really? Or is the video, instead, a grotesque perversion of performance art,
cynically designed to inflate
the image of Islamic State
power?
However genuine their
belief system, the chilling,
five-minute video incorporates extensive fabrication.
It may well be a carefully
staged, falsified dramatic
event performed to create an
effective propaganda tool to
achieve important Islamic
State goals.
Look closely, and most of
the toppling statues shatter
in clouds of dust. Apparently
they are plaster replicas of
[See Video, A12]

In a bold move to undercut an NFL stadium at Hollywood Park, the sports and
entertainment firm AEG
commissioned a study by
former Secretary of Homeland Security Tom Ridge
that found the Inglewood
project would be a tempting
target for terrorists and
should not be built.
AEG has been pursuing
its own NFL stadium next to
Staples Center for several
years and is in direct competition
with
Inglewood,
whose plan was approved
Tuesday by that city’s government.
In a 14-page report, Ridge
suggests that because the
Inglewood stadium proposed by St. Louis Rams
owner Stan Kroenke would
lie within three to four miles
of Los Angeles International
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Voters strongly
opposed to UC
tuition increase

Taking more out-ofstate students, who
pay a premium, is
favored even if fewer
residents can attend.
By Phil Willon

College blues
California voters say the
state has done a poor job
of making college
affordable.
Q: Would you rate California
as excellent, good, or poor in
this area?
Being able to afford college

SACRAMENTO — California voters overwhelmingly oppose a tuition increase at University of California campuses, even if that
forces the colleges to cut
spending or accept more
out-of-state students who
pay higher fees, according to
a new USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times poll.
In addition, they say that
California has done a poor
job of making a college education affordable.
Those polled support
Gov. Jerry Brown’s call for
the UC system to use its resources more efficiently over
pleas by University of California President Janet Napolitano for additional state

Excellent/good
30%
Poor

66%

Don’t know/refused
4%
Source: USC Dornsife/Los Angeles
Times poll
Los Angeles Times

funding, which she argues is
necessary to ensure its continued quality.
The
clash
between
Brown and Napolitano has
pushed UC finances and
state budget considerations
to the forefront in Sacramento. State lawmakers,
vowing to fight a tuition hike,
[See Tuition, A10]

Putin foe gunned
down in Moscow

Reprieve for
security funding

Boris Y. Nemtsov, a
leading Russian opposition politician, was shot
dead near the Kremlin.

Congress passes a oneweek stopgap, narrowly
averting a Homeland
Security shutdown.
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SOUS CHEF Mailea Weger works in the kitchen

at Gjusta Bakery in Venice.
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