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Pulled into
the vortex of
Syria’s war
Russia’s entry to the
geopolitical morass
leads — as feared —
to a high-risk clash,
this one with Turkey.
By Carol J. Williams
and Jeremiah
Bailey-Hoover
M. Shipenkov AFP/Getty Images
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LAX IS VULNERABLE to bombs that could be detonated near busy terminals and sidewalks, experts say.

‘SOFT TARGETS’ IN
L.A. DRAW SCRUTINY
Officials reassess terror risks in the wake of Paris attacks
By Corina Knoll, Richard Winton
and Kate Mather
Counterterrorism efforts in Southern
California have long focused on the region’s distinct landmarks. Los Angeles
International Airport, the intended target
of a terrorist driving a vehicle filled with
explosives in 2000. The U.S. Bank tower in
downtown L.A., mentioned in Al Qaeda
documents as a possible 9/11 mark. And, of
course, Disneyland.
But the coordinated attacks in Paris —
where 130 people were killed at cafés, outdoor terraces and a concert hall in several
parts of the city — have officials reassessing the threat. In addition to protecting famous attractions, authorities say they
need to focus more on lesser-known gathering places where a few terrorists could
carry out a devastating attack.
“Iconic and symbolic targets are not as
high on terrorists’ priority list as killing
high numbers of people,” said Michael
Downing, the Los Angeles Police Department’s anti-terrorism deputy chief.
Beyond Paris, experts point to a terror-

Broader areas
of concern
After 9/11, local law
enforcement focused on
landmarks that could be
targeted by terrorists.
Among them:
8 LAX
8 U.S. Bank Tower
8 Disneyland
8 Awards shows
8 Major entertainment
venues
But officials say the
Paris attacks show the
need to also look at
smaller targets:
8 Shopping malls
8 Smaller music venues
8 Movie multiplexes
8 Clubs
8 Public squares and parks

ist attack on a Kenyan university this year
that killed nearly 150 people as well as the
2008 attacks in Mumbai, India, where multiple places were targeted at the same
time to maximize the body count.
Authorities are now broadening their
view of seemingly ordinary locations
where the masses gather. Bus and railway
stations, malls, event venues — they are
now perceived to be on par with the Rose
Bowl and Dodger Stadium when it comes
to risk assessment.
In the wake of Paris, security was increased at popular shopping areas and
public transportation depots across Los
Angeles County.
The LAPD beefed up its presence outside a Justin Bieber concert and the Sheriff ’s Department increased its communication with security at restaurants and
movie theaters. Authorities were on high
alert for any local chatter from those emboldened by what happened in Paris.
“Terrorists, for the most part, attack
soft targets,” said terrorism expert Brian
Michael Jenkins, who recently testified
before the Senate about homeland securi[See Targets, A9]
ty and Paris.

ISTANBUL, Turkey —
Just as was feared when
Russia intervened in the
dysfunctional effort to eradicate Islamic State militants
two months ago, the vortex
of geopolitical battles in Syria has drawn Cold War-era
rivals into deadly confrontation with each other.
Three Russian airmen
died Tuesday after a Russian Su-24 warplane was
shot out of the sky by Turkish F-16 fighter jets, the first
known casualties in the
Kremlin’s ranks since it sent
air power, naval forces and a
2,000-strong ground contingent to Syria in September.
Russia says its mission is
to fight Islamic State militants in Syria. But NATO
member nations and allied
Arab states that are also
waging airstrikes against Islamic State charge that Russia’s bombings are directed
at U.S.- and Europe-backed
Syrian rebels fighting to
oust
President
Bashar
Assad, the Kremlin’s most
important Middle East ally.
Among the rebel forces in
the Russians’ gun sights are
Syrian Turkmens, ethnic kin
of the Turks who are among
the fiercest opponents of
Assad’s government and as
such de facto enemies of
Russia. Turkey had warned
Moscow last week to cease
attacks on the Syrian Turkmens, who hold territory
near the Assad government’s shrinking stronghold
around Latakia, on the Mediterranean Sea.
Turkish F-16 fighter jets
patrolling the volatile coastal border area shot down the
Russian warplane early
Tuesday after it penetrated

PRESIDENT Vladimir

Putin warned of “serious
consequences.”
Turkish airspace and ignored repeated warnings to
leave, the Turkish armed
forces command said in a
statement. Both Russian pilots on board ejected but
were killed by Syrian rebel
fighters as they parachuted
into the enemy territory they
had been sent to attack, rebel sources told Turkish news
media.
A third Russian airman
aboard an MI-8 helicopter
dispatched to look for the pi[See Russia, A6]

INQUIRY
DETAILS
KUNDUZ
STRIKE
ERRORS
Human and technical
mistakes in attack on
hospital could lead to
courts-martial of U.S.
military personnel.
By David S. Cloud

CalPERS’ private
equity payouts
raise cost alarms
The returns aren’t
worth billions in
bonuses, critics say.
By Dean Starkman
The nation’s largest public pension fund peeled back
a layer of secrecy to reveal
that it has paid private equity managers $3.4 billion in
bonuses since 1990, a hefty
figure sure to heighten arguments over whether the controversial sector is worth its
high risk and expense.
The California Public
Employees’ Retirement System said Tuesday that it
paid $700 million in so-called
performance fees just for the
last fiscal year that ended
June 30. The disclosure
comes as critics increasingly
question the wisdom of pension funds investing in such
complicated corporate deals

as start-ups and leveraged
buyouts.
CalPERS officials emphasized that private equity
generated $24.2 billion in net
profit for the state’s retirees
over the 25-year period, a
strong performance that
they said more than makes
up for the sector’s added
risk, complexity and cost.
Like many public pension funds, CalPERS has relied on the potentially large
returns on private equity investments to help finance
benefits for its1.7 million current and future retirees —
and to avoid turning to taxpayers to make up shortfalls.
“Returns from those
sorts of investments need to
be much higher than returns
on assets not bearing similar
risks and especially to justify
such huge fees,” said David
Crane, a Stanford University
lecturer in public policy.
“From what I read today
[See CalPERS, A10]

THE RIVALRY
Oh, what might have been
While the Pac-12 South title is on the line, Saturday’s UCLA-USC game at the Coliseum could
have been epic but for a few pitfalls. SPORTS, D1
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Weather
Breezy and cool.
L.A. Basin: 64/47. B8

Chicago Police Department

A DASH-CAM video, released by officials Tuesday, shows the scene before La-

quan McDonald, 17, was fatally shot by Chicago Police Officer Jason Van Dyke.

Police shooting videos
may not tell entire story
By James Queally and
Richard Winton
The video, shot from the
dashboard camera of a police cruiser, shows a black
teenager walking down the
middle of a Southwest Chicago street. Two police officers approach the 17-yearold from his left, guns drawn.
The teen stumbles and
falls as he is hit by gunfire.
But, Cook County prosecutors say, Chicago Police Officer Jason Van Dyke continues shooting even after Laquan McDonald has crumpled to the asphalt.
Van Dyke fired 16 shots in
total, investigators said.
McDonald died a short time
later.

Graphic dash-cam
video released
A Chicago officer is
shown shooting a teen
16 times and killing him.
The cop is charged with
murder. NATION, A8
The recording — a key
piece of evidence released
Tuesday as a first-degree
murder charge was filed
against Van Dyke — is the
latest in a catalog of videos
that has put police use-offorce under intense scrutiny
across the U.S. In the past 18
months, surveillance feeds
and cellphone recordings
have led to protests and
criminal charges after offi-

cers used force against civilians in New York City, Los
Angeles, Cleveland and
South Carolina, among
other places. Many of the
protests have focused on the
role of race in police use of
force, particularly against
black men.
The videos are often visceral in nature, showing
what many activists consider to be clear-cut misuse
of force by police officers.
Cook County State’s Atty.
Anita Alvarez said she
“moved up” her decision to
charge Van Dyke after a
judge ruled last week that
the video should be released
to the public.
But, even as demonstrators took to Chicago’s
[See Videos, A8]

WASHINGTON — A
monthlong Pentagon investigation has blamed a series
of human errors and technical malfunctions for the
deadly U.S. gunship attack
on an international aid hospital in the Afghan city of
Kunduz, a senior military official briefed on the investigation said Tuesday.
The special operations
AC-130 gunship had sought
to attack a building suspected of being used as a
base by Taliban insurgents,
but the location the U.S.
crew had been given turned
out to be an open field.
The crew decided to open
fire on a nearby large building, not knowing that it was
a Doctors Without Borders
hospital, said the official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity in discussing the
report before its official release.
An onboard targeting
computer that might have
warned the gunship crew
that the building was a hospital, and thus off limits, was
malfunctioning, the investigation has found. And because the gunship had been
diverted from another mission, the crew had not been
briefed on the location of the
hospital.
The Oct. 3 airstrike
lasted more than an hour,
killed at least 30 people,
mostly doctors and patients,
and collapsed large parts of
the hospital.
The findings of the investigation could result in
court-martial proceedings
against some U.S. military
personnel, but a decision
has not yet been made, the
officer said. No individuals
will be named in this report,
officials said.
“A combination of human
and technical errors led to
this disastrous strike,” said
the military officer. A declassified summary of the report
is scheduled to be released
[See Kunduz, A4]

