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ELECTION 2016

GOP rivals
focus their
aim at Rubio
The senator, rising in
the polls, is put on the
defensive in the New
Hampshire debate.
By Mark Z. Barabak
and Michael Finnegan
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Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

DARIO MOLINA, 22, who once worked in the fields of Salinas, Calif., is now enrolled in a program at Hart-

nell College’s Alisal campus that crams a four-year computer science curriculum into three years.

Salinas reboots itself

The city hopes to become the state’s agricultural technology center
and to turn the children of farmworkers into computer scientists

MANCHESTER, N.H. —
A new state brought a new
target as Republican presidential hopeful Marco Rubio
was repeatedly thrown on
the defensive Saturday
night in an often-testy debate filled with needling exchanges over leadership and
which candidate has the
achievements and integrity
to step into the White House.
Rubio, a freshman Florida senator who has been
climbing in polls after an unexpectedly strong thirdplace finish in Iowa, faced

rough going from the start
when he was asked about
what rivals said was a thin
Washington resume.
Among his accomplishments, Rubio cited work for
his constituents and support for legislation sanctioning terrorist groups, drawing a withering response
from New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie.
“You weren’t even there
to vote for it,” Christie
snapped. “That’s not leadership. That’s truancy.”
The rejoinder and its
whiff
of
condescension
toward the 44-year-old senator — the youngest of the
seven candidates on stage —
demonstrated how much
the race has changed since
the Iowa caucuses Monday
night and how the issue of
experience has moved to the
fore as some of the GOP’s
[See Debate, A11]

By Geoffrey Mohan
reporting from Salinas, Calif.

D

ario Molina’s alternative
life scrolls by on both sides
of Highway 101 north: acre
upon acre of lettuce, spinach, heartbreak.
Not me, he thinks. Not anymore.
“Sometimes I reminisce,” Molina
says. “Damn, I remember working in
that field. I remember that heat ... that
song. Now I’m just thinking, I just
want to get over this.”
He tucks a water bottle between
his back and the driver’s seat of his
1996 Civic to keep his lumbar muscles
from stiffening as towns drift by:
Greenfield, Soledad, Gonzalez, Chualar. Each as poor as the next. He turns
east on an old farm road, then north,
until the fields wash up against the
east side of Salinas.
There, at Hartnell College’s Alisal
campus, Molina settles behind his
laptop, deft fingers furiously typing
code like they were [See Salinas, A16]

David Goldman Associated Press

THE BARBS targeting Florida Sen. Marco Rubio

showed how much the GOP race has changed since
his strong showing in the Iowa caucuses.

In Mexico, pope
plans to follow in
FAREWELL TO A LANDMARK migrants’ steps

MOLINA WAS one of 36 students awarded a Matsui Foundation

scholarship to the new computer science program.

By Rosanna Xia and
Christopher Goffard

By Tracy Wilkinson
and Cecilia Sanchez

Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

DEMOLITION begins on a portion of the 6th Street Bridge that passes over the

101 Freeway near downtown. The rest of the span will be gone within nine months.

Two QBs living in
and out of pocket
By Sam Farmer
SANTA CLARA — Carolina Panthers quarterback
Cam Newton is the NFL’s version of cool, with his anklesnapping elusiveness, over-the-top touchdown celebrations, $800 zebra-striped Versace pants.
Peyton Manning, the Denver Broncos quarterback, is
the embodiment of old-school tradition, a quarterback in
the Johnny Unitas mold who looks out of place at the
postgame lectern wearing anything but a sensible business suit.
The two live at opposite ends of the quarterback spectrum, and Sunday when the Broncos play the Panthers,
Manning and Newton will represent perhaps the most
dramatic contrast in Super Bowl history.
One has a dad body and turns 40 in a month. The other
is sculpted and nearly 14 years younger. One stays in the
pocket and hasn’t been a running threat since his Pop
Warner days. The other combines pinpoint passes with
highlight-worthy runs around — and sometimes over —
tacklers, a video game come to life.
[See Super Bowl, A18]

Anxious vigil
after deadly
Taiwan quake

MEXICO CITY — Pope
Francis travels to Mexico
this week, saying he wants to
“live the faith” of the overwhelmingly Catholic country but will not shy away
from confronting issues of
violence and corruption that
could make his governmental hosts quite uncomfortable.
History’s first pontiff
from the Americas will also
stand on Mexico’s border
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The
jackhammers
pounded through the morning, debris cascaded in great
chunks onto the freeway below, and threads of steel
rebar hung from the pylons
atop the 6th Street Bridge.
With generous sunshine and
immaculate skies, it was
classic L.A. weather for a
classic L.A. activity: the dismantling of another piece of
the city’s past.
City engineer Gary Lee
Moore stood admiring the
30-foot pylons Saturday
morning, even as demolition
crews attacked them. Regallooking obelisks, they had
framed the city for generations of motorists as they
crossed west into downtown
[See Bridge, A14]

Francis may also
address corruption
and violence on his
trip, starting Friday.

Rescuers search
twisted wreckage of
apartment complex
for 128 missing after
6.4 earthquake kills at
least 14. WORLD, A3

Oil slump’s toll
on Bakersfield
Kern County, nation’s
largest producer of
crude, suffers heavy
economic toll as prices
sag. BUSINESS, C1
Weather: Sunny, hot.
L.A. Basin: 89/57. B10
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with the United States and
make an impassioned plea
for the plight of immigrants.
His entire pilgrimage from
southern to northern Mexico is meant to represent the
perilous route that migrants
take to reach the U.S.
This is the Argentine
pope’s fourth trip to Latin
America, home to Roman
Catholic communities that
are the largest in the world
but have faced challenges
from the spread of Protestantism, loss of faith and
slowed population growth
because of migration, homicide and lower birth rates.
The Mexico that Francis
visits, following the wellworn path of his two predecessors, is enduring a decade-old wave of brutal crimi[See Pope, A6]

