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‘It’s costing us thousands and thousands of dollars in overtime and
lost work hours because officers are just sitting at a hospital.’
— L IONEL G ARCIA , former head of the LAPD’s mental health unit

Backup plan
if Iran talks
fail: firepower
The Pentagon has been perfecting
a huge new bunker-busting bomb
By W.J. Hennigan
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A PATIENT RESTS in the 20-bed psychiatric emergency unit of L.A. County-USC Medical Center on an

involuntary 5150 hold, a mandatory 72-hour evaluation for those considered a threat to themselves or others.

Time stands still outside
county psychiatric units

L.A.’s overburdened emergency departments force involuntary mental
patients to wait for hours, keeping police on the clock but off the beat
By Abby Sewell
When L.A. police Det. Jim
Hoffman arrived at the L.A.
County-USC Medical Center’s psychiatric emergency
department on a Saturday
morning in March, he found
a small crowd waiting.
Two police officers from
the LAPD’s Central Division
were sitting in a narrow hallway outside the locked psychiatric unit with a man and
woman in handcuffs. Both
patients had been brought
to the hospital overnight on
so-called 5150 holds, a forced
72-hour detention for mental evaluation of those
deemed to be a threat to
themselves or others.
But the ward was full.
The man — and a rotating
series of cops with him —
had been waiting for 11 hours
for a bed to open up. The
woman had been there for
more than eight hours.
The male patient was
“psychotic, but in a calm
way,” sitting quietly on a
bench, Hoffman recalled. He
had just finished a fast-food

THE LAPD’S Mike Martinez waits at the psychiat-

ric emergency unit of L.A. County-USC. Officers and
transports often get caught up in facility backups.
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meal that one of the officers
had bought across the
street. The woman appeared to be asleep on the
floor with her hands free and
her ankle shackled to the
bench. She woke up and became agitated, swearing at
the officers, who took her
outside and in again, in an
attempt to calm her down.
“Quite frankly, I empathized with her,” said Hoffman, a supervisor with the
LAPD’s special mental
health team. “At that point, I
probably would have been
cursing too.”
Despite Hoffman’s efforts, which included calling
the head of the psychiatric
emergency unit on his cellphone, it took another hour
for the man to be taken into
the unit. The woman waited
another two hours.
L.A. Police Department
officers transported 15 psychiatric patients to countyrun hospitals that day and
spent more than 64 hours
waiting to hand those patients off to hospital staff,
department records show.
[See Wait times, A10]

WASHINGTON — As diplomats rush to reach an agreement to curb Iran’s nuclear program, the U.S. military is
stockpiling conventional bombs so powerful that strategists
say they could cripple Tehran’s most heavily fortified nuclear
complexes, including one deep underground.
The bunker-busting bombs are America’s most destructive munitions short of atomic weapons. At 15 tons, each is 5
tons heavier than any other bomb in the U.S. arsenal.
In development for more than a decade, the latest iteration of the MOP — massive ordnance penetrator — was successfully tested on a deeply buried target this year at the
White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico. The test followed
upgrades to the bomb’s guidance system and electronics to
stop jammers from sending it off course.
U.S. officials say the huge bombs, which have never been
used in combat, are a crucial element in the White House deterrent strategy and contingency planning should diplomacy go awry and Iran seek to develop a nuclear bomb.
Obama has made it clear that he has no desire to order an
attack, warning that U.S. airstrikes on Iran’s air defense network and nuclear facilities would spark a destabilizing new
war in the Middle East, and would only delay Iran by several
years should it choose to build a bomb.
“A military solution will not fix it,” Obama told Israeli TV
on June 1. An attack “would temporarily slow down an Iranian nuclear program, but it will not eliminate it.”
[See Pentagon, A4]
Secretary of Defense Ashton

Medicaid expansions
Twenty-nine states and the District of Columbia have
expanded their Medicaid programs through the
Affordable Care Act.
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A right turn on
health reform
Indiana puts a
conservative stamp
on expanding
Medicaid coverage.
By Noam N. Levey

A Latino
mix of
advocacy
and news

ELKHART, Ind. — Linda
Joyner, at 64, just got health
coverage.
Uninsured for years, the
former waitress signed up
for Medicaid after Indiana
expanded
its
program
through the Affordable Care
Act. But unlike millions of
low-income
Americans
who’ve enrolled in the government plan since last year,
Joyner is paying for her coverage.
Indiana, which has a con-

servative Republican governor and Legislature, is pioneering an experiment that
requires low-income patients to contribute monthly
to a special health account.
Joyner chips in $12.33.
“It’s the first thing I pay
after the rent,” she said during a recent visit to a clinic in
this aging manufacturing
town often billed as the RV
capital of the world.
Charging poor people
small premiums or fees for
care — long favored by conservatives who contend that
“skin in the game” engages
patients in their health —
has historically produced
mixed results.
But at a time when Obamacare remains deeply unpopular among Republi[See Reform, A11]

By Kate Linthicum
When the nation’s largest
Spanish-language television
network cut ties just over a
week ago with Donald
Trump, Univision executives said they were acting
out of “a responsibility to
speak up for the community
we serve.”
“We see firsthand the
work ethic, love for family,
strong religious values and
the important role Mexican
immigrants ... have in building the future of our country,” the network said in response to Trump’s derogatory comments about Mexican immigrants.
It was a characteristic
move for Univision, which,
like many Spanish-language
media outlets in the U.S., defines itself not just as a media company but as an advocate and defender of the Latino community.
“They openly acknowl[See Latinos, A12]

Don Seabrook Wenatchee World

U.S. FOREST SERVICE firefighters cut brush near homes in Wenatchee, Wash.

The Sleepy Hollow fire forced hundreds of residents to flee their homes.

In Washington, fire season is
off to an explosive early start
By Maria L. La Ganga
WENATCHEE, Wash. —
The Sleepy Hollow fire raced
down the crisp Sage Hills,
straight toward the Broadview neighborhood in the
apple capital of the world.
Flames shot high into the
night, torching 29 homes
and causing hundreds of
people to flee. Then the fire
did something no one here
had seen before.

Embers flew more than a
mile Sunday night, into the
hardworking heart of this
small city. They ignited four
industrial buildings, most
involved in fruit packing, at
the start of the busy summer
agriculture season.
The flames sent a terrifying message: Normally
soggy Washington — nicknamed the Evergreen State
for good reason and home to
the wettest town in the
Lower 48 — has never been

hotter or drier at this point
in the year, officials say, and
the fire season has never begun so early or so fiercely.
“It’s more reminiscent of
Southern California and the
brush fires fed by the Santa
Ana winds,” said Peter Goldmark, head of the state Department of Natural Resources. “Now it’s up here in
the state of Washington,
where this kind of behavior
is unseen. It’s heralding a
[See Washington, A8]

A HEADY TIME FOR
L.A. CRAFT BREWS
SATURDAY

FOURTH OF JULY GUIDE

Our interactive map shows you where to see
fireworks across the Southland tonight. Also, find
recipes for your grill, along with Independence Day
concerts and events. latimes.com/july4th
Weather

Low clouds, then sun.
L.A. Basin: 78/62. B8
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