LABroadsheet_ 03-09-2014_ A_ 1_ A1_ WEST_ 1_C
K
Y
M
TSet: 03-08-2014 20:46

$2.00 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER

134 PAGES

latimes.com

SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2014

© 2014 WST

Inmate
release
policy
may be
revised

Mystery
deepens
over
missing
airliner
Two Europeans listed
on the Malaysia flight
weren’t aboard. Who
used their passports?

L.A. County sheriff’s
officials consider a
more holistic look at
the risk of reoffending.

By Julie Makinen and
Richard A. Serrano
BEIJING — A massive
search was underway Sunday for a missing Malaysia
Airlines jetliner, focusing on
a spot off the southern coast
of Vietnam where two large
oil slicks were reported. But
there were, so far, no clues to
why the China-bound flight
vanished without warning
with 239 people on board.
Malaysian officials investigating the disappearance
said they were not ruling out
terrorism — or any other
causes
—
as
reports
emerged that two Europeans listed on the passenger manifest were not
aboard and their passports
had been lost or stolen. Who
was traveling on those passports, though, remained unclear.
At a news conference
Sunday morning, Azharuddin Abdul Rahman of Malaysia’s Department of Civil
Aviation said searchers had
“not located anything” and
were expanding the search
area. He said that even the
oil slick sighting, reportedly
made by a Vietnamese military plane, had not been verified.
In Washington, the FBI
said it was opening its own
investigation of the airplane’s disappearance, but
officials cautioned that
there was no immediate evidence that pointed to terrorism.
“So far, what happened is
[See Plane, A4]

By Abby Sewell
and Jack Leonard
Francine Orr Los Angeles Times

LINDSEY STIRLING , a dubstep violinist, is one of a generation of independent artists who have mas-

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff ’s Department is considering a new system for deciding which jail inmates get
released early by making
predictions about who is
most likely to commit new
crimes.
The proposal calls for a
significant shift for the nation’s largest jail system,
which currently determines
when inmates get released
by looking at the seriousness
of their most recent offense
and the percentage of their
sentence they have already
served. Officials say the current system has weaknesses
because it does not take into
account the inmate’s full
record, including serious
crimes that occurred years
ago.
Supporters argue the
change would help select inmates for early release who
are less likely to commit new
crimes. But it might also
raise some eyebrows. An older offender convicted of a
single serious crime, such as
child molestation, might be
labeled lower-risk than a
younger inmate with numerous property and drug convictions.
The Sheriff ’s Department is planning to present
a proposal for a “risk-based”
release system to the Board
of Supervisors.
[See Jails, A20]

tered recording and distributing music on their own. Yet Stirling also signed a deal with Universal.

A different drummer
Lucian Grainge aims to reinvent the recording business
Grainge. As chairman of
Universal Music Group, the
biggest of the three remaining major record companies, he wields considerable
influence in determining
how people will listen to music, and how they will pay for
it.
“He’s the great hope for
the music business,” said
Irving Azoff, manager of the
Eagles, Christina Aguilera
and other acts. “He started
as a song plugger and a publishing guy. He understands the entire worldwide
record business. And he
gets technology. He understands that’s the future of
the business.”
Many have counted out
the business as a casualty of
the digital age. Grainge, 54,
contends that the music industry has turned a corner.
Globally, annual sales rose
0.2% in 2012 — a modest
[See Music, A24]

By Dawn C. Chmielewski
Lucian Grainge has a vision for the future of the
music business that bears
scant resemblance to the
traditional record company
playbook.
He is putting songs on
smartphones in Africa, reviving moribund American
record labels and making
Lorde into a Grammy-winning
global
sensation.
Above all, he wants to forge
new partnerships with his
industry’s erstwhile adversaries — the technology
firms that have upended
the way people get music.
Skeptics
question
whether anyone can reverse
the decline of an industry
that has seen global sales
plummet from $28 billion in
1999 to $16.5 billion in 2012.
But if anyone can save the
music business, it might be

Ricardo DeAratanha Los Angeles Times

LUCIAN GRAINGE , chairman of Universal

Music Group, says the industry has turned a
corner. One of his focuses is emerging markets.
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Syrian towns settle
into tenuous truce
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TAL KHALAKH, Syria —
For more than a year, Ghassan Eid didn’t speak to his
son, Khaled, who abandoned his job as a policeman
and joined the armed rebels.
“I was ashamed,” recalled
the father, a shop owner in
Tal Khalakh, long renowned
as a smuggling hub with
nearby Lebanon — and
more recently as a cross-border terminus for arms and
rebel fighters. “He was not
my son anymore.”
All that has changed.
Khaled has renounced the

uprising to oust President
Bashar Assad and is studying to become a lawyer.
“I was wrong; some people deceived us,” Khaled, 31,
dressed in a track suit, said
as he and other young men
hung out on the eerily becalmed streets of Tal Khalakh, where bullet- and shellpocked buildings attest to
months of conflict. “I’m back
to myself now.”
He is among hundreds of
ex-rebels in the Tal Khalakh
area who, according to the
mayor here, have joined
what the Syrian government
calls the “reconciliation”
process.
[See Syria, A7]

Carolyn Cole Los Angeles Times

KENDRA CURTIS is treated at a clinic in Baton Rouge, La. Far up the Missis-

An unhealthy disparity
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sippi River in St. Paul, Minn., another clinic provides a far different level of care.

Location trumps poverty in quality of care
By Noam N. Levey
BATON ROUGE, La. —
Patients begin lining up outside Capitol City Family
Health Center before the
doors open at 7:30 a.m.
The clinic, on a ragged
stretch of the boulevard that
separates the black and
white sections of town, is a
refuge for thousands of this
old southern capital’s poorest and sickest residents.
They come seeking relief
from diabetes, heart disease
and other debilitating illnesses.
Twelve hundred miles up

the Mississippi River, in the
shadow of a public housing
tower in St. Paul, Minn., the
waiting room at the Open
Cities Health Center also
fills daily with the city’s
poorest.
But the patients in Minnesota receive a very different kind of care, which leads
to very different outcomes.
They are more likely to get
recommended
checkups
and cancer screenings. If
very ill, they can usually see
specialists. Their doctors
rely on sophisticated data to
track results.
Diabetics at the St. Paul
clinic are twice as likely as

those in Baton Rouge to
have their blood sugar under
control. That can slow the
onset of more serious problems such as kidney failure
and blindness.
Young patients with
asthma also benefit from
Minnesota’s more comprehensive medical system.
Asthmatic children in the
state’s poorest neighborhoods are 37% less likely
than those in Louisiana to
end up in a hospital.
And poor seniors in Minnesota are half as likely to be
prescribed a high-risk drug
and 38% less likely to go to
[See Healthcare, A18]
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