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For transition,
Garcetti favors
calm over glitz
The mayor-elect’s
team is short on big
names, and he’s
forgoing a black-tie
inaugural ball.
By David Zahniser and
Catherine Saillant
Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

PEDESTRIANS CROSS at Westwood Boulevard and Weyburn Avenue in the heart of Westwood. These

days, the village “just feels small and a little boring,” said Brenden Hawke, a UCLA art history major.

Reinventing Westwood
After numerous failed revitalization efforts, supporters
hope to turn the village into a busy hub of art and culture
By Matt Stevens

Vacancies
Numerous Westwood
properties are currently
listed as available for lease
on a top commercial real
estate site.
For lease
UCLA
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For decades, Westwood Village was the
heartbeat of Los Angeles night life while
downtown languished in solitude. Westwood had the movie theaters, fancy restaurants and bustling street traffic, and
downtown was known as a quiet and intimidating place to be after dark.
These days, a humbled Westwood finds
itself in the unexpected position of turning
to a resurgent downtown for ideas.
Of the more than a dozen movie theaters that once stood in the village, all but
three have closed down. A count this week
found that about a quarter of the storefronts on the main boulevard are vacant.
After numerous failed revitalization attempts over the last two decades, Westwood is now looking to some of its neighborhood rivals for inspiration. Village leaders see how the arts have helped pump new
life into downtown as well as formerly
sleepy areas like Culver City.
With a new focus, Westwood is moving
away from its past as an entertainment
and upscale shopping mecca. Backers see
the 21st century Westwood as a magnet for
arts and culture, filled with galleries, museums, performance space and trendy
food.

Source: LoopNet
Los Angeles Times

“The village is never going to go back to
what it was. The village can only go forward,” said Steve Sann, chairman of the
Westwood Community Council, an independent nonprofit.
The first step comes this fall when artists, craftsmen, chefs and other entrepreneurs breathe life into some of the vacant
storefronts in Westwood. Ann Philbin, director of UCLA’s Hammer Museum, has
gotten some landowners to agree to dole
out about a month’s free rent so that the
creative types can try their hand at running businesses that could range from
crafts shops to artisanal eateries. The goal
is to bring a more arts-centric sensibility to
the village, which currently has mainly
food and service retail.
UCLA is also exploring how to bring
more of its art and culture resources into
the village. A recent Anderson School of
Management class studied the idea of
staging some UCLA performing arts
events at the now-vacant Mann Festival
Theater in the village. UCLA’s School of
Public Affairs is working with Westwood
officials to convert some parking spots on
the street into “parklets” — tiny public
spaces that hold bike racks, a little greenery and a bench or two. These have popped
[See Westwood, A8]

When it comes to glitz
and showmanship, L.A.’s
next mayor is taking things
down a notch.
Since his victory last
month, Mayor-elect Eric
Garcetti has made few major announcements. He
abandoned the idea of a
transition team studded
with big civic names. And he
has ruled out plans for a
black-tie inaugural ball, opting instead for a public party
in Grand Park with music
and food.
The biggest attentiongrabber so far has been Garcetti’s “back-to-basics” listening tour, with residents in
Boyle Heights, Northridge
and elsewhere dutifully
gathering in groups and
putting their ideas for the
city’s future on Post-it notes.
“He’s setting a tone … of a
quieter mayoral administration — effective but quieter.
Probably not as bombastic,
not as celebrity-based,” said
Jaime Regalado, professor
emeritus of political science
at Cal State L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa “was big
on celebrity and big on celebration. Garcetti’s much
more low-key.”
Garcetti’s most significant decision, naming longtime aide Ana Guerrero as
chief of staff, came Monday
via a prepared statement
and press release.
The understated approach stands in contrast to
Villaraigosa, who quickly infused City Hall with a sense

Allen J. Schaben L.A. Times

MAYOR-ELECT Eric

Garcetti at a stop in
Northridge during his
citywide listening tour.
of drama eight years ago.
Villaraigosa appeared on
the cover of Newsweek within days of his 2005 election.
He invited reporters to
watch him address his 81member transition committee. He quickly announced
that he would become chairman of the powerful Metropolitan Transportation Authority. And he welcomed
[See Garcetti, A8]

Justices
block
Arizona
voter
ID law
By David G. Savage

COLUMN ONE

Political guns blazing
A young Latino councilman has taken on Salinas’
power brokers. His hero? A 19th century outlaw.
By Mike Anton
reporting from
salinas, calif.

E

arly evening in the
“Salad Bowl of the
World” and the City
Council meeting is
standing room only. The
murmur of the crowd drips
with anticipation. The
bickering has been building
for weeks.
“I want to remind everyone,” warned the mayor,
opening the floor to public
comment, “this is not a
blood sport. Be respectful
when people speak.”
He was promptly ignored.
The mayor, less than 100
days in office, was presented
with a recall petition. His

TIBURCIO VASQUEZ

is crux of a controversy.
chief antagonist — a council
member who also serves on
a school board that recently
named an elementary campus after a 19th century
bandit and convicted killer
— was accused of violating

Recycler shut by
state to reopen

Lowe’s offers
to buy Orchard

Exide Technologies wins
a court order to restart
its facility in Vernon
despite allegations of air
pollution and hazardous
leaks. LATEXTRA

The $205-million acquisition would give the
giant chain a bigger slice
of California’s market.
OSH would retain its
identity. BUSINESS

Discover a Land

state conflict of interest
laws.
Emotional, angry, conspiratorial, the night was
marked with the racial and
class tensions that have
simmered for generations in
this agricultural town.
It’s a tension now in full
view over the actions of two
men: a young, defiant Latino politician who has irritated Salinas’ power brokers, and a man he admires
who has been dead for 138
years.
In most ways, Tiburcio
Vasquez and newly elected
City Councilman Jose Castaneda have nothing in
common. But the two men’s
stories have improbably
come together like gasoline
and a match to create a fiery
[See Salinas, A9]
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Low clouds, then sun.
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DURING THE G-8 SUMMIT, President Obama

and Russian President Vladimir Putin have a tense
discussion in Enniskillen, Northern Ireland.

Obama, Putin hold
icy talks on Syria
By Kathleen
Hennessey
ENNISKILLEN, Northern Ireland — President
Obama differed sharply with
Russia’s leader over the Syrian civil war in an icy encounter Monday illustrating how
difficult it may be to drive
Syrian President Bashar
Assad from power, even after some rebel groups begin
to receive U.S. weaponry.
Obama and Russian
President Vladimir Putin
held their first face-to-face
meeting in a year at the
Group of 8 summit of the
world’s richest countries
days after Obama deepened
U.S. involvement in the Syri-

an conflict. Aides said last
week that the CIA would begin supplying arms and ammunition to some opposition forces in hopes of shifting the military balance
away from Assad.
Russia, Syria’s most powerful ally, has sent weapons
to Assad’s forces and is considering deliveries of sophisticated antiaircraft missile
batteries. U.S. officials view
Russia’s continued support
for Assad as a major obstacle.
In comments to reporters, Obama and Putin expressed support for still-unscheduled Syrian peace negotiations in Geneva, but offered no sign of progress in
[See Obama, A4]
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WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court agreed with
the Obama administration
Monday in yet another of its
confrontations with Arizona, striking down a state law
on voter registrations and
ruling that states may not
require new applicants to
show proof of their citizenship.
In a surprisingly lopsided
7-2 decision, the justices said
the federal Motor Voter Act
and its simple registration
form set the national standard for signing up new
voters, and states are not
free to add extra qualifications.
The ruling comes after an
election year in which judges
blocked a number of state
laws that would have voters
show proof of identity before
they cast ballots. The judges
said these laws, if rigidly enforced on election day, could
turn away eligible and registered voters.
The Arizona law, part of
an initiative from 2004,
seemed to stand on stronger
ground because it set standards for registering to vote.
And only U.S. citizens are eligible.
But a lawsuit brought by
the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational
Fund revealed that registration applications from 31,000
prospective voters were
turned down by Arizona because they did not have
driver’s licenses or U.S. passports. Ninety percent of
them were citizens born in
the United States.
[See Arizona, A6]

