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Voluntary
water cuts by
farmers OKd
Some Delta region
growers with senior
rights to rivers and
streams will reduce
usage by 25%.
By Monte Morin

Irfan Khan Los Angeles Times

A BROWN PELICAN affected by the oil spill in Santa Barbara County is cleaned by staff and volunteers

at International Bird Rescue in San Pedro. Officials said the coastal cleanup could take months.

Spill’s cause scrutinized
Pipe’s lack of auto shut-off a rarity in Santa Barbara area

By Javier Panzar,
Julie Cart
and Tony Barboza
REFUGIO
STATE
BEACH, Calif. — Federal
regulators on Friday ordered the company responsible for an oil spill on the
Santa Barbara County coast
to remove a portion of the
ruptured pipeline for inspection, as scientists assessing
the damage warned that the
crude could harm the marine environment for years.
As investigators try to determine what caused the
rupture, officials said that
the pipeline, purchased by
Plains All American Pipeline
in 1998, was the only large
transmission line in Santa
Barbara County not fitted

Panama
boom
may lead
to graft
busts
By Tracy Wilkinson
PANAMA CITY — Sometimes it seems that to find
your way around today’s
Panama City, you must look
up.
Like the canopy of a forest, about 300-odd skyscrapers have redefined the city’s
skyline. The relentless construction has helped fuel the
highest growth rate in the
Americas, year after year.
But now that boom may
result in a bust — several
busts, in fact, of prominent
Panamanian figures under
criminal investigation, perhaps including former President Ricardo Martinelli.
Corruption has long been
seen as a way of life in littleregulated,
intriguedrenched Panama, the
skinny canal-bisected country that links the two American continents. Yet the
cases mounting in the aftermath of the Martinelli administration, which concluded in July 2014, are mindboggling.
A passel of “megaprojects” that Martinelli
pushed, such as sprawling
hospital complexes, highways and Central America’s
first metro, routinely resulted in a cut of about 15%
to the government, according to business groups, activists and politicians.
Where that money ended
up is anyone’s guess. Marti[See Panama, A4]
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A BIRD covered in oil spreads its wings on a rock

near Refugio State Beach. Oil can also harm smaller creatures at the base of the ocean food chain.

with an automatic shutdown valve.
Such a safety device
would have automatically
shut down the pipeline, overriding human operators.
County officials require
the device, but a court ruling
in 1988 allowed the pipeline’s
former owners to operate
without it. Some in the industry say that because of
frequent pressure changes
in oil lines, the override
valves too often trigger false
alarms.
“They felt that we were an
unnecessary set of eyes they
didn’t want to pay for,” said
Kevin Drude, who heads
Santa Barbara County’s energy division, adding that
the settlement in the court
case gave the county the
[See Spill, A16]

In a move reflecting the
growing severity of California’s drought, state water
regulators have accepted a
historic proposal by Delta
region farmers to voluntarily
cut water usage by 25%, or,
alternatively, to allow a
quarter of their fields to lay
idle.
The action follows a move
by Gov. Jerry Brown to cut
urban water use by 25% — an
emergency measure that
has caused no small amount
of resentment among many
residents who claim agriculture is not doing its share to
conserve water.
Under an agreement with
growers in the SacramentoSan Joaquin River Delta, the
hub of the state’s water system, the state will allow
farmers with some of the
oldest and most secure water rights to voluntarily reduce usage by 25%.
“These are senior-waterrights holders stepping up to
say they’ll do their part,”
said Felicia Marcus, chairwoman of the State Water
Resources Control Board,
which announced the deal
Friday.
The action applies only to
so-called riparian rights
holders, landowners whose
property has direct access to
a river or stream. By volunteering the cuts, Delta farmers avoid the risk of being hit
with even larger cutbacks
mandated by state water
regulators.
The Delta region represents less than 10% of the

LAST LOOK AT PALMYRA

Syria’s wondrous ancient ruins may not withstand Islamic State
By Patrick J. McDonnell

reporting from beirut

T

he guide had tears in his
eyes as he stood in the
remains of the majestic
temple of Bel, an ancient
deity, the edifice’s stately
columns gouged with holes as a result
of recent shelling. We had the ruins of
Palmyra, one of the globe’s awe-inspiring wonders, to ourselves — along
with half a dozen plainclothes cops
from Syrian intelligence who watched
our backs, their pistols and subma-

chine guns at the ready.
“I haven’t been here to the ruins in
two years,” said the guide, Salem
Kayem, a slim, soft-spoken school
teacher and father of two, whose emotion was overcoming him. “It will take a
long, long time to recover. Tourism is
dead. No one comes to Palmyra. What
we have come to know as Syria is lost.”
His grief was about more than the
forsaken status of an archaeological
site, albeit one of world-class pedigree.
The comments seemed to encapsulate
a collective anguish and incomprehension, so widespread in Syria, about the
fate of a homeland that had somehow

plunged into an unfathomable abyss.
This was more than a year ago, in
April 2014, at a time when the Syrian
military had pushed back Islamic
insurgents and was in full control of the
archaeological gem and the adjoining
town.
This week, Islamic State militants
seized control of Palmyra, also known
as Tadmur, routing Syrian forces and
paving the way for the unthinkable:
the possibility that militants would
begin destroying the historic metropolis and its transcendent assemblage of
colonnaded streets, evocative temples,
[See Palmyra, A6]

Two O.C. men
wanted to join
ISIS, feds say
Federal agents arrested
the men on terrorism
charges, accusing them
of planning to travel to
the Middle East to realize their hopes to fight
for the Islamic State.
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state’s total 6.9-billion acres
of farmland, yet some see
Friday’s action as a foreshadowing of new limits on
agricultural water use statewide. Regulators have suggested that such cuts are a
near certainty, but say that
cool, overcast weather, as
well as recent rainfall, have
allowed them to delay action.
The Delta farmers’ proposal was particularly welcome as it seemed to remove
the threat of lengthy and divisive litigation in a time of
crisis.
“It allows participating
growers to share in the sacrifice that people throughout
the state are facing because
[See Water cuts, A16]
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Echoes
of Iraq
haunt
2016
hopefuls

For candidates in both
parties, questions
raised by the invasion
require striking a
delicate balance.
By Mark Z. Barabak
Every war casts a long
shadow, from the heroism of
the Greatest Generation to
the dark ambiguities of Vietnam. It was inevitable, then,
that the 2016 presidential
candidates would be confronted with the war in Iraq.
Twelve years on, the
broad questions raised by
the invasion — about trust in
Washington and its leaders,
about faith in dubious overseas alliances, about the
best ways to fight terrorism
and how to bring peace to
the Middle East, if that’s
even possible — have not
gone away.
If anything, the politics
have grown more fraught for
members of both parties.
Kentucky
Republican
Rand Paul seized the Senate
floor Wednesday for a 10 1⁄2
-hour speech aimed at ending the domestic surveillance program that grew out
of the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001 — part of President George W. Bush’s justification for war.
The accusations of government overreach have
been a centerpiece of Paul’s
presidential bid and made
him a champion to privacy
advocates and the libertarian-minded. But it also sets
him against Republicans eager to portray the freshman
lawmaker as feckless and
too quick to drop the nation’s guard.
In a mocking speech, New
Jersey’s Republican Gov.
Chris Christie laced into
those he called “civil liberties extremists,” who he said
were trying to convince
Americans “there’s a government spook listening in
every time you pick up the
phone or Skype with your
grandkids.”
“They want you to think
that if we weakened our capabilities, the rest of the
world would love us more,”
Christie told a New Hampshire audience on Monday.
“Let me be clear: All these
fears are exaggerated and ridiculous.”
The challenge for candidates like Christie and others in the GOP field is to
sound tough — certainly
tougher than President
Obama is perceived — with[See Iraq, A12]

