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NLRB
ruling
widens
unions’
options

A call
to talk,
not run
to 2024
Games

Labor board decision
will bolster future
lawsuits brought by
contractors alleging
workplace abuses.

City Council
members, seeking to
keep L.A. protected,
slow down the rush to
bid for the Olympics.

By Shan Li,
Samantha Masunaga
and Daina
Beth Solomon

By David Wharton

Unions and other labor
advocates are brainstorming strategies in the wake of
a National Labor Relations
Board ruling that could
strengthen the hand of
those at the lowest level of
key industries including
warehousing, construction,
fast food and home healthcare.
The NLRB said Thursday that a Silicon Valley recycling center was a “joint
employer” along with the
staffing agency that provided the center’s workers.
The ruling determined that
companies using workers
hired by another business,
such as temp agencies, contractors or even fast-food
franchisees, are still responsible for labor violations and
could be required to bargain
with unions representing
those employees.
That finding, which is
sure to be tested in the
courts, gives a boost to labor
groups, which have scored
victories in recent years with
highly
choreographed
nationwide protests for better pay in traditionally minimum-wage industries such
as retail and fast food, analysts say. It could also help
increase union membership,
which has been on the decline.
“It’s a seismic shift,” said
Victor Narro, project director at the UCLA Labor Center. “This is not focused just
on labor organizing, but every kind of labor law.”
The decision could spark
huge aftershocks in the
American workforce, where
companies scalded by the
recession have increasingly
turned to temporary workers, who often lack health
benefits and can be shed at a
moment’s notice.
Nationwide, there were
about 3.4 million so-called
staffing-agency jobs, or
[See Labor, A14]
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TEN YEARS AFTER clinging to one another in swirling water, Dillion Chancey, 17, and his parents,

Bobby Danny Chancey and Sarah Fairchild, live on their land in D’Iberville, Miss., farther from the coast.

After Katrina,
family claws back

In 10 years since, a Mississippi clan struggled to rebuild
By Christine Mai-Duc
The photograph was a
snapshot of desperation: a
tawny-haired boy wearing
nothing but a muddied pair
of shorts, sitting on top of a
collapsed fence in Biloxi,
Miss. Mounds of debris filled
the frame around him. He
held his head in one hand,
and a soggy teddy bear lay
facedown at his feet.
The image, which ran
Sept. 1, 2005, on the front
page of the Los Angeles
Times, showed how Hurricane Katrina had laid waste
to the Mississippi coast, a
place where thousands were
displaced and few journalists had ventured as the focus stayed on the devastation in New Orleans.
It also captured the moment 7-year-old Dillion
Chancey realized what he
had lost. Dillion, along with
his parents, had clung to
treetops and neighbors’
rooftops to withstand the
deadly storm surge after his
[See Katrina, A13]
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DILLION CHANCEY , then 7, sits exhausted amid debris in 2005, an image

that became emblematic of the post-Katrina national drama.

GEHRY’S CHALLENGE

Bringing cohesion to the Los Angeles River won’t be an easy task
By Peter Jamison
Cutting through a region
whose wildly different parts
don’t always seem to add up
to a cohesive whole, the Los
Angeles River reflects the
neighborhoods
through
which it runs: Shaded and
bucolic in the San Fernando
Valley, a concrete gulch
teeming with graffiti near
the rail yards east of downtown.
Architect Frank Gehry
says that he wants to remake this largely derelict
waterway with a unifying vision.
But as the early contours
of Gehry’s plans for the river
emerged Friday, so did the
challenges that his team of
architects and engineers will
face in crafting what they
say would be “a continuous
experience” over 51 miles of a
waterway
that
flows
through 15 cities and a varied landscape of parks, residential neighborhoods, urban centers and bleak
stretches of industrial land.
The first public unveiling
of the plans by partners in
Gehry’s firm lacked detail
but hinted at a public works
[See Gehry, A12]

COLUMN ONE

For a late-starting
backpacker, it’s
the wander years

By Victoria Kim

I

t started with a quote
he had heard on television about regret: that
at the end of life, you
are haunted not by the
things you did, but by the
things you didn’t do.
A few months later, Hyo
So booked a hostel bed in
Cairo and took off solo from
his Pico-Union apartment
on his first-ever backpacking trip.
Since then, he’s made his
way through some 40 countries — crossing the Gobi
Desert, chatting with Maasai tribesmen in Kenya,
charming fellow backpackers in Kingston by singing
“Jamaica Farewell.” He’s

Law schools may
list dropout rate
Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

FRANK GEHRY says: “The opportunity to work on a complicated piece of infra-

structure like the L.A. River is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.” The architect is
working on a unified design for 51 miles of a waterway that flows through 15 cities.

A few weeks ago, it
seemed a foregone conclusion that Los Angeles would
bid for the 2024 Summer
Olympics.
A team assembled by
Mayor Eric Garcetti worked
quietly behind the scenes,
putting the finishing touches on a $4.5-billion plan and
negotiating terms of the proposal with the U.S. Olympic
Committee.
Now, the process has
been pulled into the public
spotlight and the road to the
Games has become a little
bumpier.
On Friday, Los Angeles
City Council members once
again delayed a vote on the
issue, asking for assurances
that a privately operated bid
committee would keep them
involved in decision-making
over the next two years.
“We have a huge responsibility given to us by the
voters,” Council President
Herb Wesson said. “If we are
going to attempt to bring
what all of us hope to be a
successful Olympics, then
we need to be engaged in the
planning and the budget.”
It remains likely the
council will vote to support
the bid, perhaps as early as
Tuesday, authorizing Garcetti to sign an agreement
with the USOC that officially
launches the campaign.
But first, city staff will
draft a “memorandum of
understanding” that obligates the bid committee to
bring key future contracts
with the USOC and International Olympic Committee
before the council for approval.
That includes the IOC’s
controversial host contract,
by which cities promise to
cover all debts should unexpected costs exceed revenues.
Casey Wasserman, a
sports executive who has
worked closely with Garcetti, expressed confidence the
matter can be resolved but
[See Olympics, A16]

State bar considers a
new rule for unaccredited institutions, which
have a high attrition
rate. CALIFORNIA, B1

been mistaken for a beggar
in Central America while
holding an empty coffee cup,
kept awake in threadbare
dorm rooms with more than
a dozen other beds, and
inflicted with more than his
share of traveler’s diarrhea.
“Life is experiences —
and not just the good, positive ones,” he says. “This is
living.”
So knows a thing or two
about living — he’s 76 years
old.
It’s long been a rite of
passage to set off into the
world and travel on a shoestring — have adventures,
meet strangers, experience
a close call or two and find
yourself before you settle
into your adult life.
[See Backpacker, A10]

Weather
Sunny and very warm.
L.A. Basin: 91/70. B8
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