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A life dedicated to liberty
South Africa mourns
the death of Nelson
Mandela, 95, its
‘greatest son,’ first
black president and
Nobel Peace laureate.
By Robyn Dixon
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FROM PRISONER TO PRESIDENT

Nelson Mandela revisits his prison cell on Robben Island in 1994. The anti-apartheid leader, who went on to become South
Africa’s president, surprised many when he was freed by saying he bore no ill will toward his white jailers.
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Anti-apartheid icon
reconciled a nation
By Robyn Dixon, Bob Drogin and Scott Kraft

COLUMN ONE

Healthcare
navigator in
unfriendly
waters
By Brian Bennett

reporting from
murfreesboro, n.c.

S

now came early to the
cotton and sorghum
fields here, sending
dozens of cashstrapped families to the
food bank on a recent afternoon for frozen chickens,
cucumbers and canned
green beans.
Quinetta Rascoe was
waiting for them.
Wearing a bright pink
overcoat, a glittery rainbow
scarf and an infectious grin,
Rascoe climbed out of a
Toyota sedan carrying a
stack of Obamacare brochures.
She eyed about 60 cars
that were snaking into the
parking lot behind Murfreesboro Baptist Church,
prompting an unusual
traffic jam one block off the
town’s dozy Main Street.
The food truck was late,
and white plumes floated up
[See Obamacare, A20]

nation through four years of on-again, offagain constitutional talks, using his moral
authority to address the demands of an impatient black majority while, at the same
time, winning over suspicious whites.
Mandela and the man who released him,
President Frederik W. de Klerk, shared the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1993. A year later, Mandela, the son of a tribal chief, succeeded De
Klerk after a historic, peaceful election, the
images of which were seared into the memory of a global audience: millions of blacks
casting the first votes of their lifetimes.
Under Mandela the economy grew, a constitution guaranteeing equality and press
freedom took root, and a Truth and Reconciliation Commission unearthed many dark
secrets of apartheid and granted amnesty to
both whites and blacks accused of political
violence.
During his five-year term in office, Man-

Global Hawk flies
into budget battle
Air Force plan to stop
buying and flying the
drone to cut costs is
scuttled by lawmakers
and the defense lobby.
By W.J. Hennigan
When the Air Force
looked for ways to save money last year to deal with declining budgets, officials decided to halt work on a highflying, long-endurance spy
drone built in Palmdale by
defense giant Northrop
Grumman Corp.
At a cost of $35,000 per
flying hour, the Global Hawk
Block 30 aircraft had “priced
itself out of the niche, in
terms of taking pictures in
the air,” Deputy Secretary of
Defense Ashton Carter said
at the time.
The Air Force planned to
stop buying the Global
Hawk and mothball 18 of
those it already owned to
save about $2.5 billion over
five years. The high-tech
drones, the military said,
were not as capable as the

battle-tested U-2 spy planes.
Northrop
responded
sharply, saying the U-2
“places pilots in danger, has
limited flight duration and
provides limited sensor capacity.”
In the end, the Air Force
didn’t win that skirmish.
House Armed Services
Committee Chairman Howard “Buck” McKeon (RSanta Clarita), whose congressional district includes
Palmdale, jumped in to rescue the project. Congress restored the funding, and last
month Northrop received a
$114-million contract to build
three more drones, saving
thousands of jobs.
The Pentagon faces budget cuts of $487 billion over
the next 10 years — and the
threat of $500 billion more
under sequestration. But
paring down the budget by
killing weapons programs is
no easy task on Capitol Hill,
where politicians, backed by
the defense industry lobby,
fight to protect jobs in their
home districts.
For instance, Congress
has spent about $400 million
in the last two years to churn
[See Drone, A18]

dela’s formal dignity and his skill in building
consensus made him a rarity on a continent
plagued by corrupt dictators. Although his
strongest supporters were deeply distrustful
of whites, who controlled much of the country’s economy, Mandela made a determined
— and largely successful — effort to ease
white fears.
As his term drew to a close, he decided not
to stand for reelection in 1999 and voluntarily
stepped aside — a move almost unheard of
among African leaders. His party, the African National Congress, again won national
elections and chose Mandela’s vice president, Thabo Mbeki, as his successor.
After leaving the government, Mandela’s
worldwide stature continued to grow. He became active in the fight against AIDS; a son
died of the disease in 2005. He also traveled
widely in support of human rights and efforts to end poverty
[See Mandela, A8]
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JOHANNESBURG, South Africa — Nelson Mandela, who emerged from more than a
quarter of a century in prison to steer a troubled African nation to its first multiracial democracy, uniting the country by reaching out
to fearful whites and becoming a revered
symbol of racial reconciliation around the
world, died Thursday. He was 95.
Long before his release from prison in
1990, at age 71, Mandela was an inspiration to
millions of blacks seeking to end the oppression of more than four decades of apartheid,
and his continued incarceration spawned
international censure of South Africa’s
white-minority government.
Successive white South African leaders
had portrayed him as a dangerous terrorist.
But when Mandela was freed, after 27 years,
he surprised many by saying he bore no ill
will toward his white Afrikaner jailers.
Preaching reconciliation, he guided the

JOHANNESBURG,
South Africa — Dressed in
black against a twilight-blue
background,
a
somber
South African President Jacob Zuma appeared on television to give his countrymen the news they had long
dreaded.
“My fellow South Africans,” he intoned. “Our beloved Nelson Rolihlahla
Mandela, the founding
president of our democratic
nation, has departed.”
With that announcement, delivered about 11:35
p.m. Thursday, South Africa
learned that it had lost its
greatest figure: its first black
president, the leader of the
movement to end the apartheid system of racial discrimination and a man
known to most as simply
Madiba.
“Our nation has lost its
greatest son,” Zuma said.
“Our people have lost a father.”
Mandela, 95, never recovered after being admitted to
a hospital in June with the
latest of several severe bouts
of pneumonia. Although
doctors managed to stabilize his condition, he remained in critical health until the end. He was released
from the hospital in September and was treated at his
home in the Johannesburg
suburb of Houghton.
Zuma said he died there
peacefully at 8:50 p.m.
Thursday.
Almost
immediately,
people began to converge
around the house to pay
their respects, to be a part of
history or simply because
they didn’t know what else
to do. They were white and
black, many still in their pajamas, some flying South African flags from their cars.
“Everybody’s heart is
with the old man,” said
Prince Maphumulo, 43, who
drove more than 60 miles to
the home when he heard the
news. Maphumulo, a soldier
in the South African army,
was wearing a jacket from
Mandela’s African National
Congress.
“We are actually not surprised in South Africa by
now because he has been
sick for a very, very long
time,” he said. “We’ve been
expecting this any time.”
But he added: “His legacy is
incomparable anywhere in
the world. He’s a world icon.
[See South Africa, A11]
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