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LAPD erred
in downgrade
of crimes
Times review of
dozens of incidents
showed a third were
wrongly reclassified
from serious to minor.
By Ben Poston
and Joel Rubin
On a July night in 2013, a
customer attacked cocktail
waitress Alicia Alfaro in the
face with a set of car keys
outside the El Recreo Room
in Cypress Park.
“Half my face was covered in blood,” said Alfaro,
who bears a scar on her forehead. “My shirt and jeans
were soaked in blood, too.”
At the time, Los Angeles
police recorded the assault
as a serious offense, a decision that was in line with federal rules for classifying
crime. It was later changed
to a “simple assault,” a
switch that meant the attack was not included in the
city’s violent-crime statistics.
The Times reviewed dozens of cases the Los Angeles
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AARON LOY takes a breather between therapy appointments at a rehabilitation center in Encinitas in

March. The meningitis that ravaged his body forced doctors to amputate both of his legs below the knee.
COLUMN ONE

The long walk back
After a devastating illness, an athlete reclaims his life

so he sent a photo of Aaron to her.
She told them to go straight to the
emergency room.
They dragged him out into a
bright morning at UC Santa
Barbara as students on bikes
whizzed by on their way to campus. They pulled Aaron into the
back seat and sped south on the
101 to the hospital.
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DURING HIS senior year of high

school, Aaron competes in lacrosse.
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TSUNAMI VICTIMS’ names line a wall at an

Indonesian museum dedicated to the 2004 disaster.

Post-tsunami
recovery at risk
With foreign aid mostly gone,
Indonesia faces economic woes
By Don Lee
reporting from banda aceh, indonesia
Where 100-foot waves flattened communities into piles
of tinder wood now stand row upon row of cookie-cutter
houses.
In place of still-submerged broken roadway are miles
of freshly paved roads hugging the newly defined coastline and winding through mountain villages. City streets
once dark, putrid and littered with bodies today bustle
with cellphone stores, coffee shops, banks, hotels and
even a four-story shopping mall complete with a kids’ fun
zone.
“Now, we have traffic jams, never before,” says Sri
Muharani, a 23-year-old law student, sitting outside a new
KFC outlet in the center of town.
Thanks to billions of aid dollars and help from hundreds of international relief organizations, this city’s
physical recovery from the massive earthquake and tsunami on Dec. 26, 2004, has been nothing less than spectacular.
Yet as Aceh province marks the 10th anniversary of the
disaster, it is struggling to maintain momentum as its
[See Tsunami, A4]
economic growth slows, unem-

In San Diego, Kirsten Loy’s
phone buzzed and rattled inside
of her purse, interrupting her
sixth-grade history lesson. She
finally decided to answer it. The
voice on the other end said he was
a nurse.
“You need to drop everything
and get to the hospital right now
— your son is very ill,” he said.
“What?” she asked. She was in
the middle of class and three
hours away. “Is he OK?”
“He has meningitis,” the nurse
said. “Leave now.”
Type B meningococcal disease
thrives in close quarters. The
bacterium attacks swiftly and can
be spread by close contact — a
cough, a kiss, a shared glass. It
inflames the membranes protect[See Aaron, A18]

Jeb Bush
is all
business,
but not
for long
By Joseph Tanfani
WASHINGTON — When
Jeb Bush completed two
terms as governor of Florida
in 2007, he reported his net
worth at $1.3 million, about
$700,000 less than when he
took office.
Today, nearly eight years
later, he is a wealthier man.
He has plunged into business and entrepreneurial
ventures involving consulting, the paid lecture circuit
and energy development.
He has developed real estate, advised international
investment
banks
and
joined high-paying corporate boards.
But as he considers a run
for president in 2016, Bush
has begun to unwind some of
his financial affairs, apparently to avoid the kind of
criticism that hobbled fellow
Republican Mitt Romney in
his unsuccessful bid for the
White House in 2012.
Bush is quitting Tenet
Healthcare Corp. — a company that has profited from
Obamacare — and is ending
a consulting contract with
Barclays Bank to focus on
his political future. Aides say
[See Bush, A10]

Jay L. Clendenin Los Angeles Times

AT AN independent cinema in West Hollywood,

Andrea Sabesin and husband Scott Mantz, of “Access
Hollywood,” pose for a photo with the film poster.

Congestion
at L.A. ports
slows growth
A months-long bottleneck is wreaking havoc
on supply chains
across the country as
massive ships from
Asia wait for the docks
to clear. BUSINESS, B1
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‘The Interview’
more of a cause
than a must-see
By Josh Rottenberg,
Eryn Brown
and Saba Hamedy
Some came out of a sense
of patriotic duty. Some came
to see what all the fuss was
about. Some just came in the
hope of some laughs on a
holiday.
Capping weeks of headline-grabbing tumult that
rocked Sony Pictures to its
core, frayed nerves and relationships in Hollywood,
and reached all the way to
the White House, moviegoers finally got their chance to
see the Seth Rogen-James
Franco comedy “The Interview” as it rolled into 331 independent movie theaters

nationwide on Christmas
Day.
Across the country, some
theaters were boisterous
and sold out, while at others
the scene was more subdued, with attendance likely
dampened by the fact that
the film had been made
available online the day
before, giving audiences the
option of watching it in
the comfort of their own
homes.
Originally conceived as a
silly, over-the-top comedy
rather than any sort of hotbutton political satire, “The
Interview” almost didn’t
make it to theaters at all. On
Dec. 17, Sony Pictures announced it was canceling the
[See Interview, A9]
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aron Loy sat on his
surfboard, bobbing in
the flat Pacific, waiting for a wave.
It was an unusually
light day seven weeks into his
freshman year at UC Santa Barbara — no classes, no lacrosse
team practice and only a bit of
homework for later. So he and a
buddy decided to take in the
November sun at the beach.
The waves never came, so
Aaron pedaled his bike barefoot
along the cliffs into Isla Vista and
back to his dorm room.
He felt tired but started on his
calculus homework. The room
was cold, so he threw on a sweater. Then another. Then another.
He put on a beanie and gloves and
slipped under the covers of his
bed.
His sweat soaked into his
sheets, yet he was still so cold. He
thought about calling his mom
but decided not to — it was probably just the flu.
A friend from down the hall
found him the next morning,
shivering and barely responsive.
The friend’s mother was a nurse,

Police Department initially
documented as serious but
later downgraded to minor
offenses. A third of the time,
the decision to reclassify the
incident was wrong, The
Times concluded.
When presented with the
findings, LAPD officials acknowledged the errors but
offered no explanation for
them.
“They should not have
been reclassified,” said Deputy Chief Kirk Albanese,
who oversees the LAPD’s detective bureau and reviewed
the Times’ analysis. “They
should have been left as they
were.”
The errors raise new
questions about the accuracy of LAPD crime statistics, which have come under
scrutiny this year, criminaljustice experts said.
A Times investigation
last summer found that the
LAPD significantly understated the city’s true level of
crime when it misclassified
nearly 1,200 violent crimes
from a recent one-year period ending in September
2013.
In those cases, the mis[See Crimes, A14]
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