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Wage
fight is
left to
cities,
states

COLUMN ONE

Bell will
again be
a ring
leader
Craftsmen restore the
Friendship Bell, a gift
from S. Korea for the
U.S. Bicentennial. L.A.
had neither the cash
nor skill to repair it.

With Washington
preoccupied, state and
local governments are
handling minimumwage increases alone.

By Matt Stevens

C

hai Dong-hey is
sandwiched between scaffolding
and a 17-ton bronze
bell on a bluff overlooking
the Pacific Ocean. The
white mask covering his
mouth and nose pokes out
just inches from tarnished
metal.
His arm cocked at an
80-degree angle, the South
Korean bell-master maneuvers a chisel into a crevice in
an engraving of the Statue
of Liberty on the bell. Then
he draws out a small hammer — ready to carve out
rust 37 years in the making.
Tap, tap, tap.
The bell issues a soft
musical reply.
Gong, gong, gong.
Around him, other workers take buffers to the bell
under the watchful eye of a
foreman. By the midmorning, city workers back in a
truck to remove bags full of
waste, and at noon, the
team retires for a simple
lunch of barley rice.
After the break, Chai
spreads his selection of
small picks across a white
cloth on the scaffolding. As
he chips away at the edges
of a rose, rusty brown gives
way to glowing bronze.
Nearly 40 years ago,
Chai’s mentor spent
months casting the Korean
Friendship Bell at the behest of the South Korean
government and sent it to
[See Bell, A15]

By Don Lee
Bob Chamberlin Los Angeles Times

SOUTH KOREAN bell-master Chai Dong-hey painstakingly chisels out impurities in the crevices of the

Korean Friendship Bell in San Pedro. Nearly 40 years ago, Chai’s mentor spent months casting the piece.

Cashing in on bitcoin boom
More merchants and consumers are embracing the virtual currency
By Andrew Tangel
and Chris O’Brien
NEW YORK — Donald
Duhaney brought a wallet
full of cash to a Whole Foods
in
Manhattan’s
trendy
Lower East Side one recent
evening. But he wasn’t in
search of kale, quinoa or
cage-free eggs.
Duhaney, 37, was in the
market for bitcoins, the hot
digital currency that has
caught the eye of entrepreneurs and regulators. So he
ventured to a pair of couches
on the supermarket’s second floor, next to the Jamba
Juice, where enthusiasts
meet weekly to buy, sell and
talk bitcoins.
He quickly found a seller:
a quiet young man in a
trench coat lounging in a
green armchair. Along with a

friend who trades so-called
crypto currencies, the two
used their iPhones to check
bitcoin’s going price — then
about $830 on a leading online exchange.
Then they sealed the
deal. Duhaney pulled out
$1,005 — 10 crisp $100 bills,
and five ones — in exchange
for 1.2 bitcoin, which was
transferred via an iPhone
app.

“It looks like something
nice to invest in,” said Duhaney, a computer programmer who lives in suburban
White Plains, N.Y. “Right
now, it’s taking off.”
It’s a bet speculators like
Duhaney are increasingly
making, helping briefly push
up bitcoin’s price to more
than $1,200 in late November
as promoters saw the virtual
currency gaining wider ac-

ceptance by merchants and
consumers.
Bitcoin, which was valued at only $13 a year ago,
has plummeted from its recent peak to $735 late Sunday, underscoring how volatile it remains.
Though still far from the
mainstream and too complex for the average consumer, bitcoin already has
[See Bitcoin, A16]

As Boeing seeks
new site, workers
feeling spurned
Aerospace giant may
build its newest jet
outside Washington
after a union dispute.
By Maria L. La Ganga
and W.J. Hennigan
MILL CREEK, Wash. —
Shannon Ryker is a thirdgeneration employee of
aerospace giant Boeing Co.
She followed her grandfather into the huge plant in
nearby Everett. And her father. And her Uncle Bob.
Her
youngest
sister
worked at Boeing until she
became pregnant. Both of
Ryker’s brothers-in-law and

one of their dads work there.
Her other sister’s stepson
has applied for a Boeing job.
So it wasn’t easy for the
37-year-old mechanic to sit
down in her crowded apartment here on a recent Sunday and write to Boeing
management about her
growing disappointment.
“Like my 86-year-old
grandmother, I would like to
tell my children and grandchildren that ‘Boeing has
been good to this family,’ ”
Ryker wrote in an open letter
that has since landed on
company break-room tables
and in co-workers’ email inboxes. But now, she said, “I
no longer can hold my head
high and say I am proud to
[See Boeing, A6]

SHANNON RYKER’S family and neighbors in 1985.

Most worked for Boeing or would. Ryker, a thirdgeneration employee, says, “I no longer can hold my
head high and say I am proud to work at Boeing.”

Efrem Lukatsky Associated Press

A PROTESTER smashes a statue of Lenin after a group of young demonstrators

brought the granite and marble monument crashing down in Kiev, Ukraine.

An ultimatum in Ukraine
Protesters at a massive
rally say they will give
the government 48
hours to disband.
By Victoria Butenko
and Sergei L. Loiko
KIEV, Ukraine — Protesters toppled a monument
to Bolshevik leader Vladimir
Lenin on Sunday during the
biggest march and rally in
central Kiev since President
Viktor Yanukovich galvanized his opposition by turning down a trade deal with
the European Union.
The protesters blocked
and barricaded government
offices and said they were
giving Yanukovich 48 hours
to disband his government
before marching on his
country residence near Kiev.
A government spokesman
said Yanukovich’s administration was “ready for negotiations.”
In turning down the
trade deal with the EU, Yanukovich was in effect asserting that Russia remained Ukraine’s key trading partner. The country is
politically and geographically divided between those
who favor ties to Russia and
those who would like to see
Ukraine more aligned with
Western Europe.

That gave the toppling of
the Lenin statue symbolic
resonance — despite the fact
that most Lenin statues in
Russia itself were torn down
during the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991. Statues
of the Soviet leader were
once ubiquitous throughout
the East bloc, but those that
remain are more likely to be
museum pieces than public
memorials.

No police officers could
be seen anywhere in the vicinity of Taras Shevchenko
Boulevard, where the granite and marble monument
was brought crashing into
the street by a group of
young protesters.
“It is amazing how the authorities allowed Lenin to go
down!” said Sergei Andriyenko, a 51-year-old Kiev
[See Ukraine, A4]

WASHINGTON — While
President Obama and Congress keep talking about the
plight and economic cost of
Americans’ declining incomes, a growing number of
states and municipalities
frustrated by federal inaction are moving to do something about it.
Legislators and voters in
five states — California, New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode Island — and
in four local governments
this year approved measures raising the minimum
wage above the current national rate of $7.25 an hour, in
one case as high as $15 an
hour.
At least five more states,
including Maryland and
South Dakota, and several
cities are expected to take
up the issue next year.
Though states in the past
have approved increases in
the minimum wage, this
year’s developments provide
a higher floor for wages next
year in at least 21 states, a
record number.
The burst of activity,
which has alarmed business
groups, reflects a growing
concern
over
stagnant
wages, lost purchasing power and the widening gap between the richest Americans
and everyone else — a gap
that is now at its widest since
the Great Recession.
Moreover, many of the
new jobs being created in the
economic recovery are in industries most likely to pay
the minimum wage. Retailers and restaurants accounted for nearly one-third
of job growth in the last 12
months.
Inflation, meanwhile, has
steadily eroded the value of
the federal minimum wage,
which last rose in 2009 and
peaked in 1968 at $8.56 an
hour in inflation-adjusted
2012 dollars.
With labor unions weakened and employers feeling
little pressure to pay more in
a slow economy, market
forces are offering no relief
for low-wage workers, said
Georgetown
University
economist Harry Holzer.
Partisan divisions in
Washington have continued
to stymie efforts to increase
the national minimum wage.
So state legislatures and
even city councils are jumping into the void.
“There’s nothing else
positive — no other force out
there — so people are willing
to say, ‘Let’s try it,’ ” Holzer
said.
In Maryland, councils in
Montgomery and Prince
[See Wages, A8]

Thailand political
crisis deepens
Beleaguered prime minister petitions monarchy
to dissolve parliament,
hold new elections. A4

Capping a big year
for black cinema
Three Christmas movies
made by African Americans tweak Hollywood’s
usual holiday look. D1
Complete index .........AA2
Weather: Sunny, chilly.

L.A. Basin: 58/48. AA6
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Comeback is a letdown
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Kobe Bryant, back after an Achilles injury, has eight
turnovers in Lakers’ 106-94 loss to Toronto. SPORTS

