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Private school
growth spurts
rile neighbors
L.A. campuses’ plans
to expand raise traffic,
environmental and
noise concerns.
By Martha Groves
and Teresa Watanabe
Even as some public
schools struggle to repair
leaky plumbing and cracked
concrete, elite private campuses throughout the Los
Angeles area are embarking
on big-ticket upgrades to
satisfy growing demand for
cutting-edge education.
Many of these schools are
in some of L.A.’s most affluent enclaves, and the building boom is raising the ire of
some residents who dread
the prospect of years of construction and noise, increased congestion and
changes in character for
their tony neighborhoods.
“All of these private

schools are on the march,”
said Eric Edmunds, a Mandeville Canyon resident who
opposes the construction
plans of the Archer School
for Girls because of traffic
concerns.
Archer, in Brentwood,
has weathered a four-year
skirmish with neighbors
over its $100-million expansion plans. It appears poised
to win Los Angeles City
Council approval on Tuesday after a compromise brokered by Councilman Mike
Bonin.
In Sherman Oaks, the
Buckley School has added
two state-of-the-art buildings for academics, performing arts, math and science
and is constructing a hightech community facility with
retractable seats and glass
walls. The school scaled
back its initial expansion
plans in 2008 after a storm of
neighborhood protest.
Marlborough School in
[See Schools, A18]
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ZACHARY RUBIN, the top disease detective at UCLA’s main hospital in

Westwood, and colleagues raced to find the source of mysterious infections.

A KILLER ON
THE LOOSE

Patients at UCLA were becoming deathly ill.
A superbug was spreading. Could doctors stop it?

D

octors at UCLA’s flagship hospital were baffled: A healthy
40-year-old woman had fallen deathly ill after a routine procedure.
A long black scope had been threaded down her throat to treat
troublesome gallstones. Now antibiotics were powerless to stop a
raging infection.
Her physicians called in Dr. Zachary Rubin, the hospital’s director of clinical epidemiology and infection prevention, and its top disease detective.
He immediately suspected the scope itself — a dirty one could cause this
kind of infection.
So Rubin inspected the hospital’s cleaning rooms, where workers scrub
dozens of reusable medical instruments and load them in washing machines
packed with powerful disinfectants. He saw no evidence to support his theory.
He considered taking the devices, known as duodenoscopes, out of service.
But if his hunch was wrong, he knew there could be serious consequences.
The scopes, used several times a day at the hospital, save the lives of some
critically ill patients and spare them complications from surgery. He held off
to keep investigating.
But he didn’t realize that the woman wasn’t an isolated case. A superbug
outbreak was already spreading inside UCLA on that day in mid-December.
[See Superbug, A16]
A killer was on the loose.
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THE ARCHER SCHOOL FOR GIRLS appears

poised to win the city’s approval of its $100-million
expansion plan after agreeing to compromises.

Atomic Age
defense adapted
for the digital era
U.S. is pursuing
cyberweapons as a
deterrent to computer
system attacks.
By W.J. Hennigan
and Brian Bennett
WASHINGTON — The
nation that brought the
world the mushroom cloud
is now hard at work on a new
project: coming up with cyberweapons so strong that
their very existence would
deter foreign governments
from attacking U.S. databases and crucial computer
systems.
The idea is to try to adapt
a military concept intended
to keep the world safe from
nuclear bombings during
the Cold War to the digital
battlefield of the 21st century.
For four decades, the U.S.
and the Soviet Union built
up massive stockpiles of nuclear weapons but never
used them. Part of the reason was the belief on both
sides that any attack would
be met with an equally devastating counterstrike. Military planners called the idea
mutually assured destruction.
Today, plans for “cyberdeterrence” aim to develop something analogous for
the digital era.
National security officials
have recently stepped up
their public warnings about
the need to build such a deterrent.
“If we do nothing, then
one of the potential unintended consequences of this

could be, does this send a
signal to other nation states,
other groups, other actors
that this kind of behavior is
OK and that you can do this
without generating any kind
of response?” Adm. Michael
S. Rogers said in a recent
speech.
Rogers, who is both the
military’s top commander
for cyberoperations as head
of U.S. Cyber Command and
director of the National Security Agency, made the remarks July 24 at the Aspen
Security Forum in Aspen,
Colo.
[See Cyberdefense, A6]

By Chad Terhune

Big donors customize clout
New ‘super PACs’ aim
to give them more say
in the 2016 election.
By Joseph Tanfani
WASHINGTON — For
discerning, super-wealthy
donors looking for a distinctive way to advertise clout,
the 2016 presidential election

offers a new perk — their
own specially tailored “super PAC.”
Political
professionals
working on behalf of Texas
Sen. Ted Cruz and for former Texas Gov. Rick Perry,
both Republicans, have set
up multiple super PACs with
nearly identical names, all
in the interest of catering to
the wishes of the wellheeled, particularly the moguls willing to write seven-

figure checks.
The idea is to convince
these donors they will have a
measure of control over how
their money is spent.
“Whether they have
$5,000 or $5 million, they
want to be able to participate in the process and give
their thoughts and ideas,”
said Austin Barbour, main
strategist for the three super
PACs backing Perry — all
bearing the name Opportu-
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These fans are really special too

By Nita Lelyveld
Joseph Fernandez and Cole
Kaden sat in packed bleachers at the
Los Angeles Convention Center,
watching two teams in uniform —
Denmark in red, India in blue —
move a ball up and down a court
using only their hands. As for the
finer points of this game called handball, the boys pointed and squirmed
and followed the action, trying to
work it out.
“You have to hit the ball to the
other side and score a goal,” said
Joseph, 9, pointing at the large soccer-style nets at either end.
“That’s too obvious. That’s not all
of it,” said Cole, 8, proudly showing
off the gap in his front teeth that
recently earned him $1 from the
tooth fairy.
[See Games, A14]
At that mo-

nity and Freedom.
“When they tell you
things in this business, you
better respond positively to
what they are saying,” said
Barbour, a Mississippibased political consultant
and veteran of Mitt Romney’s 2012 campaign.
The 2016 presidential
race is already dominated by
super PACs and other
groups that under federal
[See Super PACs, A9]

10 tech power
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with innovators, venture capitalists and
fresh talent. BUSINESS
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FANS CHEER ON athletes from the men’s division of the triathlon

during the Special Olympics World Games in Long Beach.
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