LABroadsheet_ 09-02-2014_ A_ 1_ A1_ WEST_ 1_C
K
Y
M
TSet: 09-01-2014 22:41

$1.50 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER

40 PAGES

latimes.com

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2014

© 2014 WST

Mayor
backs
$13.25
wage
by 2017

COLUMN ONE

Clinic
gives
lawsuits
polish
Niko Tavernise Columbia Pictures

Alan Markfield 20th Century Fox

Garcetti uses Labor
Day to call for higher
minimum pay, which
council is expected to
pass in some form.

The Federal Pro Se
Clinic in downtown
Los Angeles provides
free guidance to those
who represent
themselves in cases.

By James Rainey
and Jean Merl

By Victoria Kim

H

enry Kornman’s
window looks like
one at a ticket
office, with a metal
grille to speak through and
an opening for papers to be
passed. People jot down
their names with a pencil
affixed to a plastic spoon
and patiently wait to be
summoned.
Clutching stacks of
papers curled at the corners, they have come here to
this window at the end of a
fluorescent-lighted hallway
in the federal courthouse —
the soon-to-be foreclosed,
the small-time copyright
infringers, the mom-andpop shop operators.
In a courthouse where
six-figure cases are made,
gang bosses are tried and
senators are indicted, the
cases that bring people to
this free legal clinic for people representing themselves
have decidedly more modest stakes. Yet they are
fighting for a home, a Social
Security check, a small
business that’s everything
they’ve worked for.
To spend a day at the
courthouse clinic is to get a
glimpse of the daunting U.S.
justice system through the
eyes of an everyman: the
do-it-yourself lawyer.
At 9:30 a.m., the clinic
opens for business, and
Kornman, its bespectacled
paralegal-slash-gatekeeper,
greets those waiting at his
window.
“First time to our clinic?
Welcome,” he says warmly.
“Get comfortable, and I’ll
[See Clinic, A5]

Paramount Studios

NONE OF THIS SUMMER’S releases — including, clockwise from top left, “The Amazing Spider-Man

2,” “X-Men: Days of Future Past” and “Transformers: Age of Extinction” — hit the $300-million mark.

HOLLYWOOD’S
SUMMER SWOON
U.S. movie ticket sales are down 15% from 2013 season
By Saba Hamedy and Ryan Faughnder
Not even superheroes could save Hollywood this summer.
The movie industry suffered its worst May-to-Labor
Day season since 1997, after adjusting for inflation. U.S.
ticket sales dropped 15% compared with last summer. It
was a disappointment for an industry that had hoped
movies with giant robots, mutants and talking apes
would follow up last year’s stellar season with another
blockbuster summer.
Even more telling, no film crossed the $300-million
mark domestically for the first time since 2001. That’s despite much-hyped releases such as 20th Century Fox’s
“X-Men: Days of Future Past,” Paramount Pictures’
“Transformers: Age of Extinction” and Sony Pictures’
“The Amazing Spider-Man 2.”
The lack of breakout hits hurt the prospects for other
movies. Hollywood is a momentum-driven business. Big
hits help draw in filmgoers, who then see trailers that
bring them back the next week. That was not the case
this summer.
At least several other factors were to blame as well.
[See Box office, A8]

Big drop-off at box office
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Cal State schools
play a name game
Slogans and acronyms
are becoming essential
marketing tools for
campuses developing
their own brands.
By Carla Rivera

Ahmad al-Rubaye AFP/Getty Images

IRAQI FIGHTERS rejoice after helping break Sunni Arab militants’ siege of

Amerli. The militants had threatened to kill the town’s Shiite Turkmen residents.

Iraqi town celebrates
after an 82-day ordeal
By Shashank Bengali
AMERLI, Iraq — For 82
days and nights, Muammar
Kamal stood watch from the
roof of his home with a foam
mattress, a pair of binoculars and his Kalashnikov rifle. Several hundred yards
away across a sun-baked
field, the young lawyer could
see a black flag fluttering
from a dirt barrier where Islamic State forces were dug
in.
By Monday afternoon the
flag was gone, as were the
militants, and as he climbed
to the roof, Kamal left his

gun behind.
“You can go back to carrying just a pen and paper to
work,” his cousin said,
laughing.
The people of Amerli
were in a buoyant mood after holding off the Sunni Arab extremists who had surrounded the town 100 miles
north of Baghdad. The militants had threatened to
slaughter its 15,000 ethnic
Turkmen residents, whom
they regard as infidels because they are Shiite Muslims.
Amerli’s teachers, farmers, police officers and
white-collar professionals

took up arms to defend their
homes for nearly three
months, but the Islamic
State
fighters
weren’t
flushed out until Monday, after a major, two-day operation by an unusual partnership of Iraqi and Kurdish soldiers, Iranian-backed Shiite
militias and U.S. warplanes.
In the Islamic State militants’ months-long march
across
northern
and
western Iraq, this was believed to be the first time
that a town had managed to
hold off an invasion. Kamal’s
neighborhood at the edge of
Amerli bore the scars of bat[See Iraq, A4]

For the longest time, Dixia Aguilar said, her mother
thought
she
attended
UCLA, not Cal State L.A.
“No, Mom,” she would say,
“CSULA.”
In Long Beach, graphics
design major Tyler Lampe
said his campus’ formal
name hardly inspired school
spirit.
“When it comes to sports,
‘Long Beach State!’ is a lot
punchier than ‘Go, California State University, Long
Beach!’ ”
An identity crisis of sorts
is sweeping through the Cal
State system.
Cal State L.A. wants to be
known as anything other
than CSULA, an acronym it
fears is too closely associated with that other campus in
Westwood. Long Beach — alternately known as Cal State
Long Beach or CSULB or
Long Beach State — wants
to be known as the Beach.
And Cal State Northridge is
aggressively pushing CSUN
(pronounced “SEA-sun”) as
its nickname of choice.
Amid increasing competition for students, faculty,
staff and private funding,
the schools are looking for
ways to set themselves apart
— while also maintaining the

benefits of their association
with the 23-campus, 420,000student California State
University system.
They also are struggling
to promote academic programs and enrollment profiles that differ from those at
the University of California.
(UC’s status as the more selective system is enshrined
in the state’s Master Plan for
Higher Education.)
So campus images and
nicknames have become essential tools for Cal State
campuses as they continue
to confront increasing de[See Cal State, A8]

Mayor Eric Garcetti on
Monday launched an ambitious campaign to impose a
$13.25-an-hour
minimum
wage requirement for all
workers in Los Angeles by
2017, calling it the “largest
anti-poverty program in the
city’s history.”
The most far-reaching
initiative of the 14-monthold Garcetti administration
would increase incomes for
an estimated 567,000 workers by an average of $3,200, or
21%, a year, according to an
analysis commissioned by
the mayor’s office and conducted by researchers from
UC Berkeley.
The proposal, presented
at a Labor Day celebration
at a South Los Angeles park,
immediately drew criticism
from some business leaders,
who said it would lead to layoffs, cutbacks in workers’
hours and price increases to
maintain profits. Stuart
Waldman, president of the
Valley Industry and Commerce Assn., said the mayor’s proposal caused “extreme concern.”
“This a huge increase on
labor costs, especially for
small businesses and nonprofits, who have no ability
to just raise their prices or
absorb increased costs,” he
said.
Garcetti’s plan, or something close to it, is expected
to win approval from the
generally pro-labor City
Council members, seven of
whom sat behind the mayor
Monday during his announcement. Also supporting Garcetti were several
Los Angeles labor and civic
leaders, including billionaire
businessman-philanthropist Eli Broad and Maria Elena Durazo, the head of the
county Federation of Labor.
The Raise the Wage L.A.
initiative arrives at the end
of a summer in which multiple California cities moved
to increase workers’ minimum pay, and as President
Obama and Democrats in
Congress tried without success to raise base wages nationally. An administrationbacked bill to increase the
minimum wage from $7.25 to
$10.10 an hour has been
stopped by Republicans,
who control the House of
[See Wages, A7]

Obama tries to
fire up workers
The president calls for a
higher minimum wage in
a Labor Day speech
aimed at the November
election. NATION, A6

Volunteers
in Ukraine
brace for war
Residents in the port
city of Mariupol are
gearing up for a possible
battle with rebels and
Russians for control of
the country’s industrial
heartland. WORLD, A3

Raiders rookie
leads QB pack
Oakland’s Derek Carr
has the best chance
among rookie quarterbacks of starting in his
team’s season opener.
SPORTS, C1

Los Angeles Times

Rocker prepares
a classic combo
Elvis Costello plans to
take full advantage of
the L.A. Phil in his Hollywood Bowl shows this
week, fleshing out his
songs the way they were
originally intended.
CALENDAR, D1
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Weather
Clouds, then sun.
L.A. Basin: 85/65. AA6
Complete Index ...... AA2

