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UC proposal
targets sexual
misconduct
The plan is a response
to increased federal
pressure to deter
faulty reporting and
harassment.
By Larry Gordon
and Teresa Watanabe

Photographs by

Michael Robinson Chavez Los Angeles Times

DALILA OROZCO, 6, gets an outdoor bath with the help of mother Yuliana Montiel and county-donated

water. Their well went dry months ago and Montiel lost her job picking grapes because of the crop’s decline.
COLUMN ONE

Carrying a town’s water
Drought has given one woman a new mission in life
By Diana Marcum
reporting from east porterville, calif.

T

he grandmother sat outside in
her Sunday best next to a house
with peeling paint, her canned
iced tea resting on top of a washing machine that didn’t work.
She’d been without running water for four
months.
Up an easy-to-miss dirt road, a 70-yearold woman moved 5-gallon jugs of water
into her single-wide trailer. It was hard
because she was weak from chemotherapy.
Her water had stopped coming out of the
tap three months ago.
At the elementary school, a kitchen
worker talked about all the children who
were coming to school dirty.
This scattered Tulare County community may be the hardest-hit place in California’s punishing drought. Of its 7,300 people,
almost 1,000 have no running water.
But few knew that until Donna Johnson,
72, started counting.
During a week when the temperature
reached 106, Johnson drove her purple PT
Cruiser past “Beware of dog” signs and up
side roads that looked long-deserted. She
found mobile homes hidden behind other
buildings. She said to her newfound neighbors, “Hi. Do you have water?”
[See East Porterville, A12]

DONNA JOHNSON lugs bottled water for some of the hundreds

of residents who no longer have running water. She realized others might need help after her own well went dry in June.

SAN FRANCISCO — In a
sweeping effort to combat
sexual misconduct on campus, University of California
officials unveiled a systemwide plan Wednesday, calling for mandatory training
for all students, staff and faculty, improved support for
victims and more thorough
investigations.
The proposals were a response to heightened pressure from the U.S. Department of Education, which
has called out universities
for faulty reporting of sexual
misconduct and harassment allegations. In California, UC Berkeley and UCLA
are among several private
and public schools under investigation by federal officials following student complaints that their cases have
been mishandled.
Under the UC plan, each
campus must have properly
trained personnel to investigate sexual assault cases as
well as a separate office to
provide confidential support and advice to victims,
even if no formal criminal or
campus complaint is made.
UC also wants all students and employees to
undergo some kind of education on such issues as what it
means to grant consent in a
sexual situation and what
the consequences could be
for both sides in any assault,
whether a rape or an unwanted fondling or stalking.
The recommendations
urge that training on sexual
assault prevention be kept
separate
from
alcohol
awareness education to
avoid blaming the problem
on alcohol.
UC officials have said the
current system used in its 10
campuses is inconsistent
and disjointed.
In the last three years,
the U.S. Department of Education has launched more

Deciding who
would get an
Ebola vaccine
By Monte Morin
For doctors and public
health officials trying to contain the Ebola epidemic, the
dearth of drugs and vaccines
is only part of the problem.
Once these medicines become available, there certainly won’t be enough of
them to go around.
So experts are devising
ways to ration the precious
products — and that forces
them to ask some difficult
questions:
Is the life of a physician
worth more than a truck
driver? Is a foreign aid
worker more deserving of a
vaccine than a nurse who
lives in West Africa? Is it fair

to turn thousands of at-risk
people into clinical trial
guinea pigs?
“It’s hard to know what’s
the right thing to do,” said
Dr. William Schaffner, an infectious disease expert and
professor at Vanderbilt University.
Three vaccines and up to
10 medications are in various
stages of development, according to health officials. If
they aren’t distributed wisely, the epidemic could last
longer, spread farther and
claim unnecessary victims.
Whatever
rationing
strategy is adopted, there
will be no time to waste in
persuading the public to go
along.
[See Ebola, A6]
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NFL TEAMS such as the Seattle Seahawks are using Microsoft’s Surface

Pro 2 tablet during games to study opponents’ moves and strategize.

MICROSOFT’S
NFL FUMBLE
Announcers keep calling its tablet an iPad
By Andrea Chang and Tony Perry

Associated Press

A 39-YEAR-OLD woman receives a dose of an ex-

perimental Ebola vaccine at the National Institutes of
Health Clinical Center in Bethesda, Md., this month.

Microsoft Corp. thought it had scored
a touchdown when it struck a multiyear
deal with the NFL that would allow
teams to use the company’s Surface tablets during games.
Too bad television announcers keep
referring to the devices as iPads.
The tablet computers, covered in
bright blue protective cases, have become a familiar sight on the sidelines this
season as coaches and players turn to
them to study opponents’ moves, review
previous possessions and strategize.
They’re replacing the pages of black-and-

white photographs that had long been
printed out using fax machines and
printers and delivered in binders to
teams dozens of times during a game.
The confusion over the Surface tablets began during Week One of the season, when Fox commentator John Lynch
told viewers that New Orleans Saints
quarterback Drew Brees was “not watching movies on his iPad” during a game.
Lynch made things more awkward when
he then said players had “iPad-like
tools.”
A similar slip-up occurred on “Monday Night Football” last week when
[See Microsoft, A15]

investigations,
released
more guidelines, received
more complaints and issued
more fines against universities for faulty reporting of
sexual misconduct and harassment than ever before.
The UC system’s move
comes as President Obama
and other federal officials
plan to announce a sexual
assault awareness campaign later this week. Called
“It’s On Us,” the campaign
will encourage students, especially college men, to prevent and report assault
[See Proposal, A11]

HOUSE
VOTES
TO ARM
SYRIAN
REBELS
Despite misgivings, a
rare bipartisan bloc
unites to support
Obama’s proposal to
counter Islamic State.
By Lisa Mascaro
and Michael A. Memoli

WASHINGTON — The
House on Wednesday approved President Obama’s
plan to arm Syrian rebels in
the fight against Islamic
State militants, giving the
administration a muchneeded endorsement of its
strategy to defeat the extremist group.
But though the Senate
was expected to give its approval Thursday, deep personal and political misgivings of lawmakers in both
parties exposed more doubt
than resolve over the president’s approach.
Republicans and Democrats alike are skeptical that
the proposal to train and
arm
Syrian
opposition
forces will work. Training
will take months, and the
fighters’ battlefield abilities
and trustworthiness remain
untested.
Some Republican hawks
wanted bolder action, but
many lawmakers, particularly antiwar Democrats,
fear that the administration
is moving toward another
protracted Mideast war that
could ultimately require
American ground troops.
Obama
reiterated
Wednesday that U.S. combat forces would not be deployed, a day after his top
military advisor told a Senate panel that ground troops
could be necessary in certain circumstances.
Despite
the
273-156
House vote by an unusually
bipartisan mix of lawmakers, passage came only after
several days of heated debate on Capitol Hill. A rare
unity emerged from top
leaders in both parties who
closed ranks to back the
president’s strategy, even as
they acknowledged it was
the best among imperfect
options for a war-weary
country.
“It is not pleasant. It is
[See Congress, A5]
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