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AEG
seeks
time
to woo
NFL
The firm wants six
more months to bring
a team to L.A. and
start its stadium.
By Roger Vincent,
David Zahniser
and Sam Farmer
Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

ROOFTOP VISITORS take in the Los Angeles skyline Monday from the helipad of the AT&T Tower at Olive and 11th streets. New regula-

With the clock running
out on its proposal to build a
pro football stadium in
downtown Los Angeles, Anschutz
Entertainment
Group has appealed to the
city for extra time to land a
team and work on an alternative development in case
the effort fails.
Citing progress in negotiations with the National
Football League, AEG asked
Monday for six more months
to bring an NFL franchise to
Los Angeles and start building Farmers Field stadium.
The fate of the request
will depend in part on
whether city officials believe
AEG really is close to luring a
team to town. For months
they have been studying
ways of financing an expansion of the aging Los Angeles
Convention Center without
the revenue that a new stadium would generate.
Under a 2012 agreement
with the city, AEG has until
Oct. 17 to sign a team. It
promised to build Farmers
Field, construct a $287-million wing for the Convention
Center and demolish the obsolete West Hall.
Although AEG insisted it
remained committed to
wooing a football team, the
announcement
Monday
suggested the company was
seriously considering the
possibility of expanding the
Convention Center complex
without a stadium. Under ei[See Stadium, A10]

tions do away with the helipads, which were required on tall buildings in the 1970s after a devastating fire in Brazil.

L.A.’s
skyline
is ready
to soar

COLUMN ONE

Witness’ dubious legacy
The bizarre history of June Patti raises questions about
key testimony that led to a murder conviction in 1998
Keith Tyne, the office’s director.
“June needed to occupy the center
stage and nothing helps like claiming to be a victim or a witness.”
Patti as a credible witness was a
“laughable” idea, Tyne said.
But not in Los Angeles County.
Sixteen years ago, Patti’s testimony in a murder trial in a Torrance
courtroom helped send a woman to
prison for life.

By Corina Knoll

Officials scrap
mandatory helipads,
eliminating the need
for flat roofs.
By Emily Alpert Reyes
For four decades, the Los
Angeles skyline has been
shaped by one rule: Every
tall building must have an
emergency helicopter landing pad on its roof.
As a result, downtown became a thicket of flat-topped
skyscrapers, to the chagrin
of architects who yearned to
imitate or outdo the pointed
spires and slanted roofs of
skylines around the world.
Other big cities had no such
regulation.
And now, neither does
Los Angeles.
On Monday, city leaders
heralded a code change that
allows builders to forgo the
helipads so long as they put
in extra safety features. The
change, they say, could remake that boxy skyline, unshackle architects and elevate the look of Los Angeles’
cityscape.
“Anyone who’s been to
New York or cities like
Shanghai, Hong Kong and
even San Francisco can see
how the tops of buildings can
help to define the identity of
a city,” said Michael Woo, a
former city councilman who
is now dean of the College of
Environmental Design at
Cal Poly Pomona. “But for
Los Angeles, for years, we
have limited ourselves.”
Downtown’s skyline includes some historic landmark buildings with distinctive tops, such as the Art
Deco pyramid on City Hall
[See Skyline, A9]

J

une Patti had a hunger to be
heard.
A large woman with scarletdyed hair and a loud, raspy
voice, Patti was a known drug
addict who presented herself as a
paralegal. Raised in the Redondo
Beach area, she moved to northwest
Washington state in the 1990s and
soon became a local fixture, quick to
phone law enforcement. One year
she called 800 times, recalled Skagit
County Sheriff Will Reichardt.
For a decade, Patti was involved
in more than 2,000 police calls or
cases in the county. She was accused
of theft, trespassing, fraud and harassment in some, but many incidents involved her complaints and
tips about other people.
The Skagit County public defender’s office even kept a document
known as “the June Patti brief ” that

::

Dan Troke

JUNE PATTI was the star

witness in a 1998 murder trial.
included observations that Patti was
not credible. It was filed whenever
Patti’s name was mentioned in a
case.
“We would get dismissals based
on our June Patti brief alone,” said

In August 1997, Patti reached out
to a Los Angeles police detective
with a tip.
A month earlier, a trash fire had
been reported in a San Pedro neighborhood alley.
When the flames were extinguished, investigators discovered
the body of a man whose skull had
been smashed in multiple places
with a hammer. His jaw clenched a
[See Witness, A11]

Intruder raced
into East Room
By Brian Bennett
and Christi Parsons

Pascal Guyot AFP/Getty Images

STAFFERS with the International Committee of the Red Cross don protective

suits before collecting the body of an Ebola victim in Monrovia, Liberia.

A fear of ‘Ebola people’

Cheating
trial opens
Twelve former Atlanta
teachers and administrators are accused of
cheating, lying and
stealing to inflate test
scores. NATION, A6
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Pennsylvania Avenue in
front of the White House on
Sept. 19 and sprinted across
the lawn, then entered
through the unlocked front
door.
Gonzalez pushed past
the guard — who should
have been alerted by an
alarm, but it never sounded
— ran by the carpeted stairway leading to the Obama
family living quarters, then
into the stately East Room
and to the doorway of the
neighboring Green Room,
where he was finally tackled,
the law enforcement official
said.
President Obama had
left just 10 minutes earlier to
go to Camp David with his
family for the weekend.
[See White House, A11]

The man who broke
into the White House
got farther than
previously reported.

Health workers caring
for the ill are shunned
as rumors swirl of a
plot to kill patients or
infect communities.
By Robyn Dixon
SUAKOKO, Liberia —
Patrick Githinji held the intravenous needle and bent
over his patient. The man
was shaking and sweating,
blood trickling from his head
and hand.
Githinji wore a suffocating protective suit, outfitted
with double-layered gloves,
mask and goggles. But it
would be useless against the
deadly Ebola virus if compromised by even a tiny slip
of the needle.

“If you make a small mistake, you may prick yourself
and end up positive. When
you are fixing an IV drip for
an Ebola patient, you can
even panic,” said Githinji, 29,
a Kenyan nurse at the International Medical Corps
Ebola treatment unit here in
Bong County. “I feel some
fear, but this is a job that
somebody has to do.”
The health workers on
the front lines of Liberia’s
Ebola crisis are working grueling shifts and risking fatal
infection in their commitment to comfort the dying
and save the sick.
Yet instead of being celebrated, these workers —
most of them from Liberia
and other African countries
— face a significant public
backlash.
Many
are
shunned, evicted from their
houses or confronted with

obstacles in trying to return
to their home nations after
working in Ebola hot spots.
Health workers seen on television in their now-familiar
yellow or blue protective fullbody suits have a name: “the
Ebola people.”
The Ebola people, one
persistent rumor goes, are in
a plot to kill patients in treatment units. Others fear that
staff will infect their communities, because so many of
the dead are health workers
or their close relatives.
In Guinea this month,
members of a health delegation were attacked by villagers, hunted down as they
fled, then killed and their
bodies dumped in a latrine.
“There’s a lot of fear of it,”
said the IMC’s Ebola emergency response team director, Sean Casey, referring to
[See Ebola, A4]

WASHINGTON — The
intruder who broke into the
White House this month
made it beyond the front
door and past an armed
guard, then ran about 100
feet inside, much farther
than previously disclosed, a
federal law enforcement official said Monday.
Authorities say Omar
Gonzalez, 42, scaled the
black wrought-iron fence on

White House breach
The man who leaped the White House fence and ran
through the unlocked front door reportedly made it much
farther into the building than previously disclosed.
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