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Ethics bills
advance in
state Senate
Proposals include a
fundraising ban near
the end of legislative
sessions. Senators will
get a refresher course.
By Patrick McGreevy
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CHRISTINA BEAL and Jonathan Cortijo, daughter and son of LAPD Officer Christopher A. Cortijo,

embrace after speaking at their father’s funeral Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels.

Dedicated until the end

Mourners remember LAPD motorcycle officer who targeted DUIs
By Hailey Branson-Potts
The cathedral was full — the choir
seats filled by uniformed police officers — but it was silent as the microphone was lowered for the little boy.
Ten-year-old Jonathan Navarro
looked out at the hundreds of officers
seated before him to mourn his uncle,
LAPD Officer Christopher A. Cortijo,
and began speaking directly to the
fallen officer.
“Uncle Chris, I will always remember you,” he said. “You took your time
with me and treated me with tough
love. You are my hero.”
Hundreds of people gathered in
downtown Los Angeles early Tuesday
to pay their final respects to Cortijo, a
Los Angeles Police Department
motorcycle officer who died earlier
this month after being struck by a
driver suspected of being under the
influence of cocaine.
A 26-year veteran of the department, Cortijo, 51, had been assigned
to the Valley Traffic Division when an
SUV struck him from behind on April
5.
At a funeral Mass at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of the Angels, colleagues
remembered him as a man who so
cherished his role as a motorcycle cop
that he wore a leather motorcycle
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A MOTORCADE makes its way up the Hollywood Freeway to Corti-

jo’s final resting place at Forest Lawn - Hollywood Hills Cemetery.
jacket even in the searing San Fernando Valley heat.
They said Cortijo was known
throughout the department for his
sense of humor and a mustache so
large that it earned him the nickname
“Lorax,” after the Dr. Seuss character.
Jonathan remembered his uncle
making him laugh. “Remember Taco

Bell?” he asked. “You would tell me it
was healthy food because it had fresh
lettuce and tomato.”
Cortijo, who served in the Marines
before joining the LAPD, was a lifelong “Valley boy” who was proud of his
Southern California roots, Mayor
Eric Garcetti said.
[See Funeral, AA5]

SACRAMENTO — A raft
of bills to set tougher ethics
rules for California politicians cleared their first legislative hurdle Tuesday as the
state Senate prepared for a
daylong refresher course on
standards of conduct.
Lawmakers say better
adherence to existing rules
and tougher restrictions in
the future are needed to win
back the public’s trust after
three state senators were
charged with crimes.
Eleven proposals approved by a Senate committee included a ban on fundraising during the end of legislative sessions, when decisions on many key issues are
made; a reduction in the value of gifts that officials may
accept; and a prohibition on
such items as spa treatments, golf games, concert
and professional sports tickets, theme park admissions
and gift cards.
Lawmakers also moved
to double the frequency of
public disclosures about
funds raised and spent.
“These common-sense
reforms are needed to bolster the public’s confidence
in elected officials,” said Sen.
Kevin de León (D-Los Angeles), a member of a group of
lawmakers that drafted the
measures.
The bills, which would affect state officials, face other
committee reviews before
possible votes on the floor of
the Senate and Assembly.
Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Pacoima) proposed the blackout period for fundraising by
legislators, to begin 100 days
before the end of each session and last until seven
days after.
Good-government
groups complain that lawmakers collect money from

County leaders
consider reforms
of child services
Supervisors order
more study of some
blue ribbon panel
recommendations.
By Garrett Therolf
Los Angeles County supervisors have begun weighing recommendations to
dramatically rework the
safety net for tens of thousands of abused and neglected children, including
what would be the most significant reorganization of
county government since
2007.
The Blue Ribbon Commission on Child Protection
has said a linchpin of a proposed package of reforms is
the creation of a new child
welfare czar. The executive
would have broad powers to
move money and people
across departmental lines to

support a more unified and
effective approach to the
protection of children, the
panel said.
The five-member county
board voted to order additional study of some of the
commission’s recommendations, prior to a possible approval of the proposed
changes next month.
Commissioner Andrea
Rich said the new office
shouldn’t just add more bureaucracy and costs atop the
child welfare system. “If it
becomes that, we should do
away with it immediately,”
she said. “It should act as a
knife that cuts through bureaucratic layers.”
The commission called
on the county’s five elected
supervisors to clarify the
mission and roles of various
agencies charged with protecting vulnerable children.
That directive should include clear and reliable data
[See Reforms, AA6]
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EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES has notified 104 hourly employees and 20 managers at

its Vernon plant that they could be temporarily laid off within 60 days.

Layoffs set at Exide plant
Nearly all employees
get notice at the
Vernon facility shut
by pollution fears.
By Christine Mai-Duc
The beleaguered operator of a Vernon battery-recycling plant announced the
temporary layoffs of nearly
all of its employees Monday,
weeks after air-quality regulators shut down its operations over air pollution
concerns.
Exide Technologies said
in a statement that it had issued notices to 104 hourly

employees and 20 managers
at the facility that they could
be laid off within 60 days.
The plant, which has
been a source of community
outrage since regulators announced last year that its arsenic emissions posed a danger to more than 100,000 people, has been idle since last
month. Two weeks ago, the
South Coast Air Quality
Management District denied the company extra time
to comply with new, stricter
rules on arsenic emissions.
Exide had asked for permission to continue operating while it installed equipment that air district officials had said was necessary
to keep toxic compounds

from wafting over neighborhoods.
The air district’s hearing
board rejected the request,
and a Los Angeles Superior
Court judge denied a similar
motion.
“Because our Vernon facility is not currently operating and not able to meet the
new operational standard …
we had no choice but to
make this very difficult decision,” Chief Executive Robert M. Caruso said in the
statement about the layoffs.
The company says it is evaluating its options for the future of the plant.
Msgr. John Moretta, a
priest at Resurrection Cath[See Exide, AA4]

special interests just before
and after voting on many
bills that affect contributors.
“The blackout period
would be in place during
critical budget votes and at
the end of the legislative session,” said Padilla, who is
running for secretary of
state — a race that has focused on political ethics following the corruption scandals.
“This is a period when the
fundraising blackout would
have the greatest impact,”
he said.
One of Padilla’s rivals in
the race is Dan Schnur, an
educator and former head of
[See Ethics, AA4]

Teen
went
unseen
before
jet ride
The ability of the
stowaway to enter San
Jose facility and avoid
detection is troubling,
security experts say.
By Brian Bennett,
Kate Mather
and Joseph Serna
A 15-year-old boy appears to have spent up to six
hours undetected at a San
Jose airport Sunday before
sneaking inside the wheel
well of a Maui-bound jet, according to a federal law enforcement source.
The source, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to comment on the case,
said a security camera at Mineta San Jose International
Airport recorded video of a
person coming over a perimeter fence just after 1 a.m.
Sunday.
Airport spokeswoman
Rosemary Barnes insisted
that the airport has no surveillance video showing anyone hopping over a fence.
Rather, there is one video
showing an “unidentified
person” walking on a ramp
near the Boeing 767, Barnes
said. She declined to say
when the video was taken,
saying only that it was
filmed “during darkness.”
“Certainly we’re reviewing what happened and
what we can learn from this,”
Barnes said.
Airport security experts
said the intrusion was troubling — not just because a15year-old was able to sneak
onto the airport’s grounds,
but because of the possibility that he spent hours there
without drawing attention.
“For somebody to come
on the field and get to an aircraft unnoticed, it’s unusual,
but it’s not extraordinary,”
said Jeff Price, an aviation
security expert at Metropolitan State University of Denver. “All you have to do is
dress properly and look official and no one’s going to approach you. In this case, I
wonder what he’s doing for
six hours.”
The story of the teenager’s 5 1⁄2 -hour, 2,350-mile
trek has drawn international attention. Authorities
said it was a miracle the boy
survived in the wheel well, as
oxygen was limited at the
jet’s cruising altitude of
38,000 feet, and temperatures could have dropped to
[See Stowaway, AA2]

