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John Edwards

Name: Age: 54

Born: June 10, 1953, Seneca, S.C.

Career: attorney, 1977-98; U.S. senator
from North Carolina, 1999-2005;
unsuccessful candidate for 2004
Democratic presidential nomination;
2004 Democratic vice presidential
nominee

Education: bachelor’s degree, North
Carolina State University, 1974; law
degree, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, 1977

Family: wife, Elizabeth; children, Cate,
Emma Claire, Jack, Wade (deceased)

Website: www.johnedwards.com

Ethan Miller Getty Images

Mike Gravel

Age: 77

Born: May 13, 1930; Springfield, Mass.

Career: founder, president, the
Democracy Foundation, 1989; U.S.
senator from Alaska, 1969-1981;
speaker, Alaska House of
Representatives, 1965-66; member,
Alaska House of Representatives,
1962-66

Education: bachelor’s degree,
Columbia University, 1956 

Family: wife, Whitney; children,
Martin and Lynne; divorced once

Website: www.gravel2008.us/

Stefan Zaklin European Pressphoto Agency

Dennis Kucinich

Age: 61

Born: Oct. 8, 1946; Cleveland

Career: U.S. representative from
Ohio, 1997-present; Ohio state
senator, 1994-1996; consultant,
1986-94; lecturer, 1980-83; mayor,
Cleveland, 1977-79; clerk, Cleveland
Municipal Courts, 1976-77; city
councilman, Cleveland, 1970-75,
1981-82

Education: bachelor’s degree, 1973,
master’s degree, 1974, Case Western
Reserve University

Family: wife, Elizabeth; daughter,
Jacqueline; divorced twice 

Website: www.dennis4president.com
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Barack Obama

Age: 46

Born: Aug. 4, 1961; Honolulu

Career: U.S. senator from Illinois,
2005-present; Illinois state senator,
1997-2004; practicing attorney,
1993-2005; senior lecturer, University
of Chicago Law School, 1993-2004;
executive director, Project Vote,
Illinois, 1992; director, Developing
Communities Project, 1985-88

Education: student, Occidental
College, Los Angeles, 1979-81;
bachelor’s degree, Columbia
University, 1983; law degree, Harvard
University, 1991

Family: wife, Michelle; daughters,
Malia, Sasha

Website:
www.barackobama.com/index.php

Rick Loomis Los Angeles Times

Mitt 
Romney

Age: 60

Born: March 12, 1947;
Detroit

Career: governor,
Massachusetts, 2003-07;
president and chief
executive, 2002 Salt Lake
Winter Olympic Games
organizing committee,
1999-2002; chief executive,
Bain Capital, 1984-2001;
chief executive, Bain &
Co., 1991-2000; executive,
Bain & Co., 1977-84;
consultant, Boston
Consulting Group, 1975-77

Education: bachelor’s
degree, Brigham Young
University, 1971; law
degree and master’s in
business administration,
Harvard University, 1975 

Family: wife, Ann;
children, Benjamin,
Craig, Joshua, Matthew,
Taggart

Website:
www.mittromney.com
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John 
McCain

Age: 71

Born: Aug. 29, 1936;
Panama Canal Zone

Career: U.S. senator from
Arizona, 1987-present;
unsuccessful candidate
for 2000 Republican
presidential nomination;
congressman from
Arizona, 1983-87; director,
Navy Senate Liaison
Office, 1977-81; U.S. Navy,
1958-81 (Vietnam) 

Education: bachelor’s
degree, U.S. Naval
Academy, 1958; attended,
National War College,
1973-74

Family: wife, Cindy;
children, Doug, Andrew,
Sidney, Meghan, Jack,
Jim, Bridget; divorced
once 

Website:
www.johnmccain.com
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Alan
Keyes

Age: 57

Born: Aug. 7, 1950;
New York City

Career: host, “Alan Keyes
Is Making Sense,” 2002;
host, national radio show,
1994-2000; candidate for
presidential nomination,
1996, 2000; columnist,
1991-1992; president,
Citizens Against
Government Waste,
1989-1992; resident
scholar, American
Enterprise Institute,
1987-89; U.S.
representative to
economic and social
council, U.N., 1983-85;
State Department
official, 1978-83; 1985-88 

Education: bachelor’s
degree, Harvard, 1972;
doctorate, Harvard, 1979

Family: wife, Jocelyn;
children, Francis, Maya,
Andrew

Website:
www.alankeyes.com
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Mike 
Huckabee

Age: 52

Born: Aug. 24, 1955; Hope,
Ark.

Career: governor,
Arkansas, 1996-2007;
lieutenant governor,
Arkansas, 1993-96;
president, Cambridge
Communications, 1992-
96; president, KBSC-TV,
1987-1992; Baptist
minister, 1980-92, 1974-75

Education: bachelor’s
degree, Ouachita Baptist
University, 1976;
postgraduate work,
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary,
1976-77; ordained to
ministry, 1974

Family: wife, Janet;
children, John, David,
Sarah

Website:
www.mikehuckabee.com

Erik S. Lesser EPA

Rudolph W.
Giuliani

Age: 63

Born: May 28, 1944;
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Career: partner, Bracewell
& Giuliani, 2005-present;
Giuliani Partners, 2002-
present; CEO, Giuliani
Capital Advisors, 2004-07;
mayor, New York, 1994-
2001; private legal
practice, 1989-93, 1977-81;
U.S. attorney, 1983-89;
associate U.S. attorney
general, 1981-83; associate
deputy U.S. attorney
general, 1975-77; executive
assistant U.S. attorney,
1973-75; assistant U.S.
attorney, 1970-73

Education: bachelor’s
degree, Manhattan
College, 1965; law degree,
New York University, 1968

Family: wife, Judith;
children, Andrew,
Caroline; divorced once;
annulled once

Website:
www.joinrudy2008.com

John Raoux Associated Press

Ron 
Paul

Age: 72

Born: Aug. 20, 1935;
Pittsburgh

Career: U.S.
representative from
Texas, 1976-77, 1979-85,
1997-present; practicing
physician, 1968-96; Air
Force flight surgeon,
1963-68

Education: bachelor’s
degree, Gettysburg
College, 1957; medical
degree, Duke University
School of Medicine, 1961 

Family: wife, Carol;
children, Ronnie, Lori,
Rand, Robert, Joy

Website:
www.ronpaul2008.com

Michal Czerwonka EPA

Fred 
Thompson

Age: 65

Born: Aug. 19, 1942;
Sheffield, Ala. 

Career: U.S. senator from
Tennessee, 1994-2003;
practicing attorney,
1967-94; actor, 1985-2007;
minority counsel, U.S.
Senate Watergate
Committee, 1973-74;
assistant U.S. attorney,
1969-72

Education: bachelor’s
degree, Memphis State
University, 1964; law
degree, Vanderbilt
University, 1967 

Family: wife, Jeri; children,
Tony, Daniel, Hayden,
Elizabeth (deceased);
divorced once

Website: www.fred08.com
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DEMOCRATS

REPUBLICANS

One would reorder the state’s term
limits, allowing 12 years of service in
one house rather than the current
limitations of six years in the Assem-
bly and eight years in the Senate. Un-
spoken in the “Yes” side’s advertising
is that it would allow Assembly Speak-
er Fabian Nuñez (D-Los Angeles),
Senate president Don Perata (D-Oak-
land) and more than two dozen other
officeholders to keep jobs they other-
wise would lose.

The leaders originally promised to
push term limits changes in tandem
with an effort to redraw district
boundary lines into competitive seats,
but the latter never materialized. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who
once vowed never to endorse the term
limits measure unless it were teamed
with redistricting, last week reversed
himself and announced that he would
back it.

The measure, Proposition 93, is the
reason Californians will vote for presi-
dent in February. If the matter had
been on the usual primary ballot —
this year the statewide primary for
legislative seats is in June — the
change would have come too late for

Nuñez, Perata and others to file for an-
other term. Up moved the presidential
primary, and with it the term limits
measure.

“The political ambitions of the cur-
rent speaker might be a factor in who
the next president of the United
States will be,” marveled Allan Hof-
fenblum, who runs the Target Book, a
nonpartisan compendium of political
races.

And then there is the block of
Propositions 94 through 97, which
have dominated the airwaves. 

They would let stand compacts ap-
proved by Schwarzenegger and the
Legislature that permit four Indian
tribes to expand their casinos in Riv-
erside and San Diego counties. The
battle has pitted two well-financed
forces — the tribes against California
racetracks, which have been trying for
years, without success, to add gam-
bling devices.

The tribes’ campaign, featuring the
governor, builds on years of feel-good
advertisements by the Indians. But
the opposition’s ads highlight the
views of firefighter and teacher
unions, two of the state’s most potent
electoral forces, and ones which have

defeated Schwarzenegger in past bal-
lot measure battles. 

The question now is how much has
reached voters.

“I don’t think a lot of voters have a
real sense of what . . . the initiatives
are,” said Chris Lehane, a veteran
Democratic strategist from San Fran-
cisco.

He and others point out that al-
though the typical California ballot
has myriad propositions, this year’s
features only two subjects, term limits

and gambling, that have been discuss-
ed much.

“Both of those are very confusing,”
said Dave Gilliard, a Sacramento-
based Republican strategist. “Neither
will drive turnout at all. We are entirely
dependent on the presidential race for
turnout.”

Gale Kaufman, the strategist lead-
ing the term limits measure, said
voters are slowly becoming aware of
the February primary.

“There’s certainly more awareness
this week than last,” she said, citing a
hike when mail-in ballots were re-
leased Jan. 7. “But still I would say
probably 50% of voters, if they were
honest, would say they don’t know
[the propositions]. . . . ”

A paucity of advertising has con-
tributed to the election’s anonymity.
Among the presidential campaigns,
Democrat Barack Obama has aired
an ad only in the Bay Area, and Hillary
Clinton began running her first ad in
selected markets Thursday.

In part, that reflects the expense of
campaigning in California, where an
ad that runs often enough to catch
voters’ attention statewide can cost
$2.5 million a week. 

“That’s an awful lot of chips to put
on California,” said Lehane.

A recent Times Poll found Clinton
leading Obama in California, though
not by the broad margin she enjoyed
last year, with John Edwards trailing. 

The Republican race was led by
John McCain, trailed narrowly by Mitt
Romney, Rudolph W. Giuliani and
Mike Huckabee. All were within the
poll’s margin of error. 

The presidential contest has in-
jected uncertainty into California’s
election. Nonpartisans — nearly one
in every five state voters — can cast
ballots in the Democratic primary,
which splits the appeal the candidates
must make. 

Then there is the matter of turn-
out, which has exploded this year on
the Democratic side. Many of the ad-
ditional voters are first-timers whose
judgments can be unpredictable.

“No one can tell you with any level
of accuracy what the turnout is going
to look like here,” Kaufman said. “It’s
unusual to be sitting here running a
campaign and have no idea what turn-
out is going to be.”

cathleen.decker@latimes.com

This California primary matters
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‘The political
ambitions of the
current speaker might
be a factor in who the
next president of the
United States will be.’

— ALLAN HOFFENBLUM,
who runs the Target Book, a nonpartisan

compendium of political races

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Age: 60

Born: Oct. 26, 1947, Chicago

Career: U.S. senator from New York,
2001-present; first lady of the United
States, 1993-2001; first lady of
Arkansas, 1979-1981, 1983-1993;
partner, Rose Law Firm, Little Rock,
Ark., 1977-92; assistant professor,
University of Arkansas Law School,
1974-77, 1979-80; counsel, U.S. House of
Representatives, Judiciary
Committee, 1974; attorney, Children’s
Defense Fund, 1973-74

Education: bachelor’s degree,
Wellesley College, 1969; law degree,
Yale University, 1973 

Family: husband, Bill; daughter,
Chelsea

Website: www.hillaryclinton.com
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