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His spirit
won’t be
confined

A Franciscan friar’s
quest for a nonviolent
world leads him to jail,
again and again.

RicHARD C. PADDOCK
REPORTING FROM
SANTA BARBARA

ather Louis Vitale has

lost track of how

many times he has

been arrested. More

than 200, he figures,
maybe 300. The gaunt Francis-
can friar figures he’s spent a
year and a half behind bars. At
76, he is ready to go to jail
again.

Last month, he appeared
before a federal magistrate in
Santa Barbara.

Dressed in the traditional
brown robe and the knotted
rope belt that signifies vows of
poverty, chastity and obedi-
ence, Vitale explains in his
gravelly voice that he had a
higher purpose when he tres-
passed two years ago at Van-
denberg Air Force Base: call-
ing attention to the perils of
nuclear war and persuading
military personnel to embrace
nonviolence.

“The biggest threat to the
world is our nuclear arsenal,”
he tells Magistrate Judge Rita
Coyne Federman.

More than two dozen family
members and friends, includ-
ing actor Martin Sheen, are in
the courtroom to show sup-
port for the friar and his three
co-defendants.

Vitale tells Federman, who
had found him guilty in De-
cember, that sending him to

[See Priest, Page A14]
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Southland’s
Rookie Hero

A ride-along on an
officer’s first day.

It's not every assignment
that puts you in the back of a
squad car, especially one that
gives you a true glimpse into the
hearts of the heroes behind the
badge. This is the story of one
such day when this reporter got
achance toride along for a rook-
ie's unforgettable first watch.

Glassell Park, 1:45 am.
Ben Sherman had just fin-
ished phase one of his pro-
bationary training and hoped
to have his daily book signed
by his training officer, but
the day had not gone well.

Eighteen hours earlier...
Fresh out of the academy,
Sherman was introduced to
John Cooper, a 20-year veteran
of the force who met the rookie
with tough words: “You ride
with me, you back your badge!”

The fateful call came in at
the end of their shift and Coo-
per decided to test Sherman'’s
resolve. “What do you want
to do?”

Wanting to show his will-
ingness to go above and be-
yond, Sherman took the call.

“Unknown Trouble calls
can be cop ambushes.” Cooper
warned. “Call for back up.”

Guns drawn, and joined
by other officers, Sherman
and Cooper broke up a gang
bangers’ party. The dramaquick-
ly escalated when an officer took
one of the perps to his car be-
fore searching him. A shot rang
out and the officer went down.

Ben Sherman responded.
His aim was perfect. Four shots
straight to the assailant’s chest.

There may be no words
to describe how Sherman felt
about taking a life, but Coo-
per put it in perspective. “This
job is relentless and it gets to
you, but every once in awhile,
you get to take a bad guy off
the streets for good.” And he
signed Sherman’s daily book.

That was Sherman’s
first day, the first time he fired
his gun, and maybe the only
time he thought of quitting.

This is just one of the
many incredible stories in the
new drama Southland, which
reflects the courage and valor
seen in the LAPD. Join John
Wells, the producer of ER, for an
unprecedented look behind the
badge in the emotional premiere
tonight at 10PM on NBC.
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LOOKING FOR WORK? GET IN LINE

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

Caught in a tough job market, an estimated 4,000 people showed up Wednesday for an employment fair in Rancho
Cucamonga. Organizers said the turnout set a record for the 6-year-old event. Employers hiring included Home
Depot, Coca-Cola and UPS. California’s jobless rate hit 10.5% in February, one of the highest in the nation.

Hospital to pay in dumping case

Facility was accused of
dropping 150 homeless
patients off on skid row.

CARA M1a DIMASSA
AND RICHARD WINTON

Doctors at College Hospital
diagnosed Steven Davis as suf-
fering from schizophrenia, bi-
polar disorder and schizoaffec-
tive disorder. Doctors at the
Costa Mesa mental institution

Citizens
snared in
the net

Immigration sweeps
land legal residents in
detention with the
threat of deportation.

ANDREW BECKER
REPORTING FROM
TACOMA, WASH.

PATRICK J. MCDONNELL
REPORTING FROM LOS ANGELES

Rennison Vern Castillo
thought his legal troubles were
nearly over at the end of a jail
stay for harassing his ex-girl-
friend. But then a U.S. immi-
gration hold order blocked his
release.

“They think you’re here il-
legally,” a jailhouse guard said
to him.

Castillo, mystified, insisted
it was all a mistake. Though
born in Belize, he had come of
age in South Los Angeles,
spoke fluent English, served a
stint in the Army and had be-
come an American citizen
about seven years earlier.

He had some legal prob-
lems, but being in the country
unlawfully was not one of them.
Castillo said he wasn’t worried
— not until he was shackled
and transferred to a federal de-
tention center. He spent
months in custody before an
appeals panel blocked his de-
portation and an immigration
judge finally ordered Castillo
set free.

[See Immigration, Page A23]
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prescribed him numerous
drugs to deal with paranoid de-
lusions that had led to an earli-
er suicide attempt.

But that didn’t stop the hos-
pital from hauling Davis into a
van and driving him more than
40 miles north to downtown
L.A., where they dropped him
off outside the Union Rescue
Mission. When mission officials
complained to the hospital, the
van returned and drove Davis a
few miles south to another
shelter. Davis wandered away
without ever entering.

Davis turned out to be the
key to uncovering what Los An-
geles prosecutors described as
the largest case of homeless
dumping they’ve investigated
to date.

In a settlement announced
Wednesday, the L.A. city attor-
ney’s office said that College
Hospital had dumped more
than 150 mentally ill patients
on skid row — long a magnet
for the region’s most vulnera-
ble citizens — in 2007 and 2008.

As part of the settlement,
the hospital will pay $1.6 mil-

lion in penalties and charitable
contributions to a host of psy-
chiatric and social-service
agencies. The hospital also
agreed to a first-of-its-kind in-
junction that prohibits it from
transporting any homeless
psychiatric patient discharged
from their facilities to the
streets or any shelter within an
established “Patient Safety
zZone,” a swath of downtown
and South Los Angeles where
most of the region’s homeless
shelters and missions are con-

[See Dumping, Page A9]
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JULIE CART

times.”

BRIAN VANDER BRUG Los Angeles Times

‘IT’S DEVASTATION’: Frank Eddy leans on his truck near a pile of heat-stressed
peach trees he uprooted from his orchard near Shepparton, southern Australia.

The writing on the wall

Drought, fire, killer heat and suicides — scientists say
climate change fears have become reality in Australia.

REPORTING FROM THE MURRAY-DARLING BASIN, AUSTRALIA

rank Eddy pulled off his dusty boots

and slid into a chair, taking his place

at the dining room table where most

of the critical family issues are

hashed out. Spreading hands as dry

and cracked as the orchards he tends, the

stout man his mates call Tank explained what
damage a decade of drought has done .

“Suicide is high. Depression is huge. Fami-

lies are breaking up. It’s devastation,” he said,

shaking his head. “I've got a neighbor in ter-

rible trouble. Found him in the paddock, sit-

ting in his [truck], crying his eyes out. Grown

men — big, strong grown men. We’re holding
on by the skin of our teeth. It’s desperate

A result of climate change?

“You'd have to have your head in the
bloody sand to think otherwise,” Eddy said.

They call Australia the Lucky Country,
with good reason. Generations of hardy cast-
offs tamed the world’s driest inhabited conti-
nent, created a robust economy and cultivat-
ed an image of irresistibly resilient people
who can’t be held down. Australia exports it-
self as a place of [See Australia, Page A26]

mes

latimes.com

U.S. SHIP
CAPTAIN
HELD BY
SOMALI
PIRATES

An American warship
keeps watch after the
freighter’s crew repels
hijackers, who flee in a
boat with the hostage.

EDMUND SANDERS
REPORTING FROM
NAIROBI, KENYA

JULIAN E. BARNES
REPORTING FROM WASHINGTON

With a U.S. warship on site
keeping watch early today, So-
mali pirates and American sea-
men engaged in a standoff on
the high seas after the crew of a
freighter loaded with food for
Africa fought off the hijackers
— who fled in a lifeboat with
the captain as a hostage.

The assault on the U.S.-
registered Maersk Alabama
cargo ship far off Somalia’s
coast marked the first attack
against a U.S.-flagged vessel off
Africa since the days of the
Barbary pirates more than 200
years ago, a maritime official
said.

The 20-member crew, un-
armed, according to the ship’s
owner, managed to overpower
at least four pirates and regain
control, U.S. officials said. But
the captain, 55-year-old Ver-
mont resident Richard Phillips,
was being held by the pirates, a
U.S. Defense official said.

The attempted seizure of
the Danish-owned vessel
marks the latest chapter in the
piracy saga off Somalia. Pover-
ty, civil war and the lack of a
functioning government since
1991 have turned the waters
around the Horn of Africa
nation into the most crime-
infested on Earth.

The attack on the cargo ship
was the second in two days,
U.S. officials said. After rebuff-

[See Pirates, Page A25]

Lean machines
from ‘baby fat’?

Studies show it persists,
and that can be a good
thing. NATION, A20

Scams go viral
on YouTube

You’ve been warned:
Mini-Madoffs await
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bloody entrails

“Harper’s Island”
breaks new and gory
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